
 
The Easter Triduum (TRIH-djoo-um), the Great Three Days, begins on 
Maundy Thursday.  Lent has ended.  We begin the celebration of the 
Passover of the Lord from death to life.  During these Three Days Christians 
still reckon time according to the customs of the Jewish people.  On Maundy 
Thursday, a number of ancient rites are observed during the Celebration of 
the Lord’s Supper.  On Good Friday, we celebrate the second of the great 
liturgies of the Easter Triduum, the Celebration of the Passion of the Lord.  
The worship and ceremonies of the Church on Good Friday are for many 
Christians the most powerful of the Church year.  The liturgy begins with the 
clergy prostrate before the altar and the people kneeling.  Following the Liturgy 
of the Word and the Passion Narrative from Saint John, the Church offers its 
prayers in a form used by the ancient Church, a form now used only on Good 
Friday.  Then at the Showing of the Cross we are invited to kneel or sit for a 
period of reflection and prayer while the choir sings the Reproaches.  Finally 
we receive Holy Communion from the Sacrament consecrated at the 
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper.  As much as possible, silence is observed 

before and after the liturgy.  The Great Vigil of Easter, celebrated on Saturday night, is the final part of a 
service which began on Maundy Thursday.  The service is from the red Book of Common Prayer 1979.  All hymns 
are taken from the blue Hymnal 1982.  All hymns are reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net A713125. 

 
The Parish of Christ the Redeemer (known as Christ Church) is the Episcopal Church in Pelham, New York.  
The Episcopal Church is part of the Anglican Communion which is made up of 85 million people in over 165 
countries and is the third largest Christian denomination in the world.  Christ Church was founded in 1843 and 
is the first house of worship in Pelham.  This building was consecrated on September 15, 1843, the original 
church building was expanded in 1910, and the sanctuary was reconstructed in 1968 to allow for the current, 
more intimate worship space.  Our congregation draws primarily from Pelham, New Rochelle, Mount Vernon, 
and the Bronx, and includes people from diverse denominational and cultural backgrounds. Whether you are 
new to Christ Church or a long time member, you are invited to pray in our sacred spaces, join in our services 
of worship, and take an active role in the life and leadership of the parish.  We give thanks and praise to God 
for your presence with us this morning! 
 
The Episcopal Church teaches that all baptized persons, including children and Christians from any 
denomination, are full members of the Body of Christ and are invited to participate in every aspect of the 
service and receive Holy Communion.  Persons who do not wish to receive Holy Communion are also invited 
to come forward with everyone else to receive a blessing.  
 
If you believe God may be calling you to a new relationship with him through Jesus Christ we want to be of 
help.  Whether you want to receive the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, receive the laying on of hands by the bishop 
in the sacramental rite of Confirmation, or transfer your membership from another church or denomination, 
joining Christ Church is easy, just speak to Father Matthew Mead, Deacon Chisara Alimole, or our 
Administrator, Ms. Marie Main.   
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Silence is observed.  All stand as the celebrant enters in silence.   
 
 

All kneel when the clergy lie on the ground.   
A period of silence is observed.  
All stand when the clergy rise. 

The Celebrant says the opening prayer, without salutation. 
Celebrant Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our 

Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, 
and to suffer death upon the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.   

People Amen. 

All are seated as the lesson is read. 
Reader  A reading from the Book of Isaiah 

See, my servant shall prosper; he shall be exalted and lifted up, and shall be very 
high. Just as there were many who were astonished at him--so marred was his 
appearance, beyond human semblance, and his form beyond that of mortals--
so he shall startle many nations; kings shall shut their mouths because of him; 
for that which had not been told them they shall see, and that which they had 
not heard they shall contemplate. Who has believed what we have heard? And 
to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? For he grew up before him 
like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty 
that we should look at him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire 
him. He was despised and rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted 
with infirmity; and as one from whom others hide their faces he was despised, 
and we held him of no account. Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried 
our diseases; yet we accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. 
But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon 
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him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed. 
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the 
LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was 
afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 
By a perversion of justice he was taken away. Who could have imagined his 
future? For he was cut off from the land of the living, stricken for the 
transgression of my people. They made his grave with the wicked and his tomb 
with the rich, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his 
mouth. Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain. When you 
make his life an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his 
days; through him the will of the LORD shall prosper. Out of his anguish he 
shall see light; he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. The righteous 
one, my servant, shall make many righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. 
Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil 
with the strong; because he poured out himself to death, and was numbered 
with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for 
the transgressors. 
The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

Deus, deus meus

All remain seated and the choir chants Psalm 22 to a plainsong, Mode 4 setting. 
 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? * 
     and are so far from my cry 

   and from the words of my distress? 
  O my God, I cry in the daytime, but you do not answer; * 

   by night as well, but I find no rest. 
 

  Yet you are the Holy One, * 
   enthroned upon the praises of Israel. 

  Our forefathers put their trust in you; * 
   they trusted, and you delivered them. 

  
  They cried out to you and were delivered; * 

   they trusted in you and were not put to shame. 
  But as for me, I am a worm and no man, * 

   scorned by all and despised by the people. 
 

  All who see me laugh me to scorn; * 
   they curl their lips and wag their heads, saying, 

   “He trusted in the Lord; let him deliver him; * 
   let him rescue him, if he delights in him.” 
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  Yet you are he who took me out of the womb, * 
   and kept me safe upon my mother’s breast. 

  I have been entrusted to you ever since I was born; * 
   you were my God when I was still in my mother’s womb. 

 
  Be not far from me, for trouble is near, * 

   and there is none to help. 
  Many young bulls encircle me; * 

   strong bulls of Bashan surround me. 
  They open wide their jaws at me, * 

   like a ravening and a roaring lion. 
   I am poured out like water; 

all my bones are out of joint; * 
   my heart within my breast is melting wax. 
 

  My mouth is dried out like a pot-sherd; 
my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; * 
   and you have laid me in the dust of the grave. 

   Packs of dogs close me in, 
and gangs of evildoers circle around me; * 
   they pierce my hands and my feet; 
   I can count all my bones. 
 

  They stare and gloat over me; * 
   they divide my garments among them; 
   they cast lots for my clothing. 

   Be not far away, O Lord; * 
   you are my strength; hasten to help me. 
 

  Save me from the sword, * 
   my life from the power of the dog. 

   Save me from the lion’s mouth, * 
   my wretched body from the horns of wild bulls. 
 

  I will declare your Name to my brethren; * 
   in the midst of the congregation I will praise you. 

   Praise the Lord, you that fear him; * 
   stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; 
   all you of Jacob’s line, give glory. 

  For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; 
neither does he hide his face from them; * 
   but when they cry to him he hears them. 

   My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 
   I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 
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  The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: * 
   “May your heart live for ever!” 

   All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, * 
   and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 
 

  For kingship belongs to the Lord; * 
   he rules over the nations. 

   To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 
   all who go down to the dust fall before him. 
 

  My soul shall live for him; 
my descendants shall serve him; * 
   they shall be known as the Lord’s for ever. 

   They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 
   the saving deeds that he has done. 

All remain seated as the lesson is read. 
Reader  A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews 

Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. For we do not have a 
high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one 
who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore 
approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and 
find grace to help in time of need. In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up 
prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to 
save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 
Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and 
having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who 
obey him. 
The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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All stand and sing the hymn.   
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Words: Paul Gerhardt (1607-1676); sts. 1-3, 5, tr. Robert Seymour Bridges (1844-1930); st. 4, tr. James Waddell Alexander (1804-1859), alt. 
Music: Herzlich tut mich verlangen [Passion Chorale], Hans Leo Hassler (1564-1612); adapt. And harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
 

 
The People are seated for the Passion. 

The People are seated.  The Passion, John 18-19, is chanted by the Cantor and Choir.  The choral responses 
are adapted from a Latin setting by Tomás Luís de Victoria (c. 1548-1611). The Cantor is John Burke. 
 

Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to a place where there was a 
garden, which he and his disciples entered. Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew 
the place, because Jesus often met there with his disciples. So Judas brought a 
detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief priests and the Pharisees, 
and they came there with lanterns and torches and weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all 
that was to happen to him, came forward and asked them, “Whom are you looking 
for?” They answered, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus replied, “I am he.” Judas, who 
betrayed him, was standing with them. When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they 
stepped back and fell to the ground. Again he asked them, “Whom are you looking 
for?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. So 
if you are looking for me, let these men go.” This was to fulfill the word that he had 
spoken, “I did not lose a single one of those whom you gave me.” Then Simon Peter, 
who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear. The 
slave’s name was Malchus. Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back into its sheath. 
Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?” 
 
So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him. First 
they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that 
year. Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was better to have one 
person die for the people. 
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Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the 
high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, but Peter was 
standing outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, 
went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, and brought Peter in. The woman 
said to Peter, “You are not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?” He said, “I am 
not.” Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and 
they were standing around it and warming themselves. Peter also was standing with 
them and warming himself. 
 
Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching. Jesus 
answered, “I have spoken openly to the world; I have always taught in synagogues and 
in the temple, where all the Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. Why do 
you ask me? Ask those who heard what I said to them; they know what I said.” When 
he had said this, one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, “Is 
that how you answer the high priest?” Jesus answered, “If I have spoken wrongly, 
testify to the wrong. But if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?” Then Annas 
sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 
 
Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, “You are not 
also one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” One of the slaves 
of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not 
see you in the garden with him?” Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock 
crowed. 
 
Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early in the 
morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual 
defilement and to be able to eat the Passover. So Pilate went out to them and said, 
“What accusation do you bring against this man?” They answered, “If this man were 
not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.” Pilate said to them, “Take 
him yourselves and judge him according to your law.” The Jews replied, “We are not 
permitted to put anyone to death.” (This was to fulfill what Jesus had said when he 
indicated the kind of death he was to die.) 
 
Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you 
the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others 
tell you about me?” Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the 
chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My 
kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers 
would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my 
kingdom is not from here.” Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, 
“You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” Pilate asked 
him, “What is truth?” 



9 |  P a r i s h  o f  C h r i s t  t h e  R e d e e m e r  
 

After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, “I find no case 
against him. But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover. Do 
you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” They shouted in reply, “Not 
this man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a bandit. 

 
Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns 
and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. They kept coming up to 
him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and striking him on the face. Pilate went out 
again and said to them, “Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I 
find no case against him.” So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the 
purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!” When the chief priests and the 
police saw him, they shouted, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take 
him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against him.” The Jews answered him, 
“We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has claimed to 
be the Son of God.” 
 

Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. He entered his headquarters 
again and asked Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate 
therefore said to him, “Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that I have 
power to release you, and power to crucify you?” Jesus answered him, “You would 
have no power over me unless it had been given you from above; therefore the one 
who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” From then on Pilate tried to 
release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are no friend of the 
emperor. Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself against the emperor.” 
 

When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s bench 
at a place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. Now it was the day of 
Preparation for the Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, “Here is your 
King!” They cried out, “Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!” Pilate asked 
them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but 
the emperor.” Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. 
 

So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The 
Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha.  
 

All stand. 
 

There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus 
between them. Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus 
of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Many of the Jews read this inscription, because the 
place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in 
Latin, and in Greek. Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, 
‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’” Pilate answered, 
“What I have written I have written.” When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took 
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his clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his 
tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So they said to 
one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This was to 
fulfill what the scripture says, 
 

“They divided my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.” 
And that is what the soldiers did. 
 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, 
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the 
disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is 
your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour 
the disciple took her into his own home. 
 

After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the 
scripture), “I am thirsty.” A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a 
sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When Jesus 
had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up 
his spirit. 
 

All kneel. Silence is observed until the Rector 
Stands. (All stand when the Rector stands.) 

 
The Passion, John 19:31-42, concludes and is sung by the Cantor to a plainchant setting.   

 

Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross 
during the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So 
they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies removed. 
Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who had been 
crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they 
did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at 
once blood and water came out. (He who saw this has testified so that you also may 
believe. His testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth.) These things 
occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, “None of his bones shall be broken.” 
And again another passage of scripture says, “They will look on the one whom they 
have pierced.” 
 

After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret 
one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. 
Pilate gave him permission; so he came and removed his body. Nicodemus, who had 
at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, 
weighing about a hundred pounds. They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with 
the spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews. Now there was a 
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garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in 
which no one had ever been laid. And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, 
and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 

All are seated for the sermon by the Reverend Matthew Hoxsie Mead, Rector.   

All stand.  The Celebrant and the Deacon lead the Solemn Collects.   
Celebrant Dear People of God: our heavenly Father sent his Son into the world, not to 

condemn the world, but that the world through him might be saved; that all 
who believe in him might be delivered from the power of sin and death, and 
become heirs with him of everlasting life.  We pray, therefore, for people 
everywhere according to their needs. 

Deacon  Let us pray for the holy Catholic Church of Christ throughout the world; 
  For its unity in witness and service 
  For Michael, our presiding bishop, for all bishops and  
     other ministers and the people whom they serve 
  For Andrew, Allen, and Mary our own bishops, Matt our Bishop-elect, 
     and for all the clergy and people of this diocese 

For all Christians in this community 
  For those about to be baptized 

That God will confirm his church in faith,  
increase it in love, and preserve it in peace. 

  Let us kneel in silent prayer. 
 

All kneel and pray in silence. 
 
Celebrant Please stand. 
 Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful 

people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which 
we offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation 
and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.   

People Amen.  
 
Deacon  Let us pray for all nations and peoples of the earth, and for those in authority  
  among them; 
  For Joseph, the President of the United States 
   For the Congress and the Supreme Court 

For the members and representatives of the United Nations 
   For all who serve the common good 

That by God’s help they may seek justice and truth,  
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and live in peace and concord. 
  Let us kneel in silent prayer. 

 
All kneel and pray in silence. 

 
Celebrant Please stand. 
 Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and guide 

with your wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth; that in 
tranquility your dominion may increase, until the earth is filled with the 
knowledge of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

People Amen.  
 
Deacon Let us pray for all who suffer and are afflicted in body or mind; 
 For the hungry and the homeless,  

   the destitute and the oppressed 
 For the sick, the wounded, and the crippled 
 For those in loneliness, fear, and anguish 
 For those who face temptation, doubt, and despair 
 For the sorrowful and bereaved 
 For prisoners and captives, and those in mortal danger 

That God in his mercy will comfort and relieve them, and  
grant them the knowledge of his love, and stir up in us the  
will and patience to minister to their needs. 

  Let us kneel in silent prayer. 
 

All kneel and pray in silence. 
 

Celebrant Please stand. 
 Gracious God, the comfort of all who sorrow, the strength of all who suffer: 

Let the cry of those in misery and need come to you, that they may find your 
mercy present with them in all their afflictions; and give us, we pray, the strength 
to serve them for the sake of him who suffered for us, your Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord.   

People Amen.  
 
Deacon  Let us pray for those who have not received the Gospel of Christ; 
 For those who have never heard the word of salvation 
   For those who have lost their faith 
 For those hardened by sin or indifference 
   For the contemptuous and the scornful 
 For those who are enemies of the cross of Christ and  
    persecutors of his disciples 
 For those who in the name of Christ have persecuted others 
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That God will open their hearts to the truth,  
and lead them to faith and obedience. 

  Let us kneel in silent prayer. 
 

All kneel and pray in silence. 
 

Celebrant Please stand. 
 Merciful God, Creator of all the peoples of the earth and lover of souls: Have 

compassion on all who do not know you as you are revealed in your Son Jesus 
Christ; let your Gospel be preached with grace and power to those who have 
not heard it; turn the hearts of those who resist it; and bring home to your fold 
those who have gone astray; that there may be one flock under one shepherd, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People Amen.  
 
Deacon Let us commit ourselves to God, and pray for the grace of a holy life, that, with 

all who have departed this world and have died in the peace of Christ, and those 
whose faith is known to God alone, we may be accounted worthy to enter into 
the fullness of the joy of our Lord, and receive the crown of life in the day of 
resurrection. 

  Let us kneel in silent prayer. 
 

All kneel and pray in silence. 
 

Celebrant Please stand. 
 O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole 

Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your 
providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world see 
and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things 
which had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought 
to their perfection by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.   

People Amen.  
 
Deacon  Let us kneel in prayer. 

All kneel. 
The Choir sings the anthem God So Loved the World from The Crucifixion by John Stainer (1840-
1901).  

God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son, that whoso believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his son into the 
world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. 

  – John 3: 16 (KJV)
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All stand when the Rector sings the following verse. 
Rector   Behold the wood of the cross whereon was hung the world’s salvation.  
 
 
 
 
 
The Cross is carried to the center of the Church.  Lighted candles accompany the Cross. The 
preceding verse is sung a second time. The Cross is carried to the chancel of the Church where the 
Celebrant shows it to the people.  Lighted candles are placed on the Altar.  The preceding verse is 
sung a third time.  The Cross is then placed at the foot of the altar.   

The people kneel or sit.  The choir sings Improperia (the Reproaches) by Tomás Luís de Victoria (c. 
1548-1611).   
 
The people are invited, if they wish, to kneel at the communion rail or come up the 
cross to venerate it during the music. 
 

Popule meus, quid feci tibi? Aut in quo contristavi te? Responde mihi. 
O my people, what have I done unto thee? or wherein have I wearied thee? Testify against me. 
 
I led you out of Egypt, from slavery to freedom, but you led your Savior to the cross. 
 
Agios o Theos.     Sanctus Deus.    Holy God. 
Agios, ischyros.    Sanctus fortis.    Holy, mighty. 
Agios, athanatos,   Sanctus et immortalis,    Holy immortal one,  
  eleison imas.            miserere nobis.            have mercy upon us. 
 
For forty years I led you safely through the desert. I fed you with manna from 
heaven, and brought you to a land of plenty, but you led your Savior to the cross. 
Agios o Theos.  Agios, ischyros.  Agios, athanatos, eleison imas. 
 
What more could I have done for you, and have not done? 
I planted you as my fairest vine, but you yielded only bitterness. 
When I was thirsty, you gave me vinegar to drink, and you pierced  
your Savior with a lance. 
Agios o Theos.  Agios, ischyros.  Agios, athanatos, eleison imas.  
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The people remain kneeling and sing the following hymn as the altar is prepared for Holy Communion.  

 

 

 

 
 
Words:  Venantius Honorius Fortunatus (540?-600?); ver. Hymnal 1982, after John Mason Neale (1818-1866) 
Music:  Pange lingua, plainsong, Mode 3, Zisterzienser Hymnar, 14th cent. 
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The people remain kneeling. 
Deacon  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
All  Most merciful God,                                          

we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive  you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.   

All  Amen. 
 
All   Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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The Celebrant says the following invitation. 
 The Gifts of God for the People of God.   Take them in remembrance that 

Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

The people come forward to receive the Sacrament. 

During the ministration of Communion the choir sings the motet Crux fidelis attributed to John IV, King of 
Portugal (1604-1656). 

Crux fidelis, inter omnes 
Arbor una nobilis: 
Nulla silva talem profert,  
Fronde, flore, germine: 
Dulce lignum, dulces clavos, 
Dulce pondus sustinet. Amen 
 – attributed to Venantius Fortunatus (530-610) 
 
Faithful cross, above all other, 
One and only noble tree: 
None in foliage, none in blossom, 
None in fruit thy peer may be. 
Sweetest wood and sweetest iron, 
Sweetest weight is hung on thee! 
 – translation by John Mason Neale (1818-1866) 
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All stand and sing the hymn as the Sacrament is reserved, and the Eucharistic linens are removed. 

 

 

 

Words:  African-American spiritual  Music: Were you There, Afro-American spiritual; harm. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944 
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All remain standing.   
Celebrant  Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, we pray you to set your passion, cross, 

and death between your judgment and our souls, now and in the hour of our 
death.  Give mercy and grace to the living; pardon and rest to the dead; to your 
holy Church peace and concord; and to us sinners everlasting life and glory; for 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, one God, now and for 
ever.   

All Amen. 
 
No blessing or dismissal is added. The people remain standing as the ministers exit.  

 

The Easter Triduum concludes tomorrow night  
with the Easter Vigil at 7:30 PM. 

 

John Stainer (1840-1901) was an English organist and composer whose music was extremely 
popular in his own day, though seldom performed today. Born in the Southwark district of 
London, he became a chorister for St. Paul’s Cathedral at ten years of age, having already 
learned to play keyboard instruments. He went on to become the cathedral choir’s principle 
treble soloist. At 15, he began working as a church organist for local parish churches, and was 
appointed the organist for St. Michael’s College, Tenbury at just 16 years of age. In 1860, he 
was appointed organist and choirmaster for Magdalen College, Oxford, from which position 
he went on to attain his B.A., M.A., and Doctor of Music degrees from Oxford. He was 
appointed University Organist to Oxford in 1861, becoming responsible for the music at the 
University Church of St. Mary the Virgin, in addition to his duties at Magdalen College. By 
1872, he had returned to London, where he was appointed Cathedral Organist at St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, where he served until 1888, retiring early due to vision loss.  
 
Stainer’s most enduring work, his oratorio The Crucifixion, was composed in 1887. This large 
work for choir and organ features a libretto compiled from the 1662 authorized version of the 
scriptures (commonly known as the King James Bible) together with devotional poetry by 
William John Sparrow Simpson, a priest whom Stainer knew from St. Paul’s school. The 
chorus “God so loved the world” is likely the best-known and most performed excerpt from this 
oratorio.  
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Tómas Lúis de Victoria (c. 1548-1611), was the most famous Spanish composer of the 
sixteenth century. Born in Ávila, Victoria was educated as a choirboy in Ávila’s cathedral. He 
is known to have been an accomplished organist at a very early age and seems to have had 
considerable success as a singer, as well, because in 1565, he was appointed the Cantor for the 
German College in Rome, which had been founded and directed by St. Ignatius Loyala in 1552 
and where Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina was the maestro di cappella (choirmaster). When 
Palestrina returned to his previous position as director of the Julian choir in the Vatican at the 
church of St. John Lateran, the Episcopal seat of the Bishop of Rome, Victoria was appointed 
choirmaster of the college.  In 1573, he was also appointed to serve as choirmaster and 
instructor in plainsong (Gregorian chant) for the Pontifical Seminary in Rome, which was at 
that time also under Jesuit control. In 1574, he was ordained a priest by the English-born 
Thomas Goldwell, Bishop of the St. Asaph diocese in Wales, who had rejected the English 
Reformation and was living, more or less, in exile in Rome. With Palestrina, who was most 
likely his teacher and mentor, Victoria is regarded as one of the greatest composers of the 
Roman Catholic counter-Reformation. In 1584, Victoria was appointed priest and choirmaster 
to the monastery of the Descalzas Reales in Madrid, when his friend and patroness the 
dowager empress Maria entered that monastery’s cloistered life. He served as her chaplain.  
The choral responses in today’s reading of the Passion Gospel are adapted from a Latin setting 
by Victoria. 
 
The Reproaches for Good Friday, also known as the Improperia, are a devotional responsory 
developed by the ninth century Iberian hermit, hymnist, and later bishop, St. Prudentius, in 
his Pontificale. By the twelfth century, it was widely adopted throughout the Western Catholic 
world. An embellishment of the Greek Trisagion, it serves as an indictment for the ways 
sinners have rejected Christ’s redemption and asks, in the Savior’s voice, “what have I done 
to you and how have I offended you?”  The traditional Improperia and that set by Tómas Luis 
de Victoria alternate the Greek “Agios O Theos” with its Latin translation “Sanctus Deus.” 
We take the performing liberties of interpolating an English translation once in our 
repetition of this portion from the Trisagion and of singing the plainsong responses in 
English.  
 
John IV, King of Portugal (1604-1656), also known as John the Restorer for his role of 
restoring independent home rule to Portugal from the Spanish Habsburg dynasty upon his 
accession to the Portugese throne in 1640, which marked the end of the Iberian Union in 
which Spain and Portugal shared a monarch. His daughter, Catherine of Braganza, later 
married Charles II during the Restoration of the English monarchy after the failure of the 
disastrous “Cromwell” republican government.  
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 King John was a patron of the arts and music, who wrote extensive treatises on music and 
also dabbled in composition. He also collected one of the largest libraries in the known world 
of his time, but it was destroyed in the Lisbon Earthquake of 1755. The motet “Crux fidelis,” 
which sets a portion of Venantius Fortunatus’s 6th century hymn Pange lingua gloriosi has been 
attributed to King John since the 19th century. No manuscript of this work in his hand survives, 
and many musicological scholars believe it to be the work of an anonymous 19th century 
composer in imitation of an earlier style. A miniature of exquisite beauty and devotional 
sentiment, regardless of its provenance, it is often performed by church choirs on Good 
Friday. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Scan this QR Code to donate online. 

 
 
Scan this QR Code to join our Email List and catch up on 
everything that’s happening at Christ Church  
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6:00 p.m. – Greek/Middle Eastern Dinner ($35 per person) 
7:30 p.m. – The Maundy Thursday Liturgy 

9:00 p.m. – The Watch before the Sacrament 

 

12:00 p.m. – The Good Friday Liturgy 

9:00 a.m. – Brief Prayers & Blessing of the Garden of the Resurrection 
7:30 p.m. – The Great Vigil of Easter

9:15 p.m. – Potluck Dessert Reception & the 1st Toast of  Easter 

 

9:00 a.m. – Holy Eucharist with Hymns, French Horns & Choir, Rite II 
10:15 a.m. – Coffee Hour & Easter Egg Hunt 

11:15 a.m. – Holy Eucharist with Hymns, French Horns & Choir, Rite II 
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Episcopal/Anglican 
 

 Clergy & Staff 

The Reverend Matthew Hoxsie Mead, Rector 
The Reverend Deacon Chisara Alimole 

Mr. Jeffrey Hoffman, Organist and Choirmaster 
Ms. Marie Main, Parish Administrator 

Mr. Evan Felicetti, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Mr. Walter Roberts, Verger and Sexton 

Mr. Ed Blue, Sexton 
 

Wardens & Vestry 

The Reverend Matthew Hoxsie Mead, Rector 
Mr. J.D. Calder, Senior Warden 
Ms. Etta Gumbs, Junior Warden 

Ms. Allison Bodenmann, Treasurer 
Mr. John Fox, Assistant Treasurer 

 Ms. Jean Gruener, Clerk  
 

Ms. Jennifer Hawks Bland    Mr. Stephen Dolan 
 Mr. Robert Boyer  Ms. Charlette Finch 
 Mr. Curtis Chase  Mr. Jack Kraft 
 Mr. Andy DesRault  Mr. Robert Landis 
   Ms. Barbara Zambelli 
               

The Holy Eucharist is celebrated on Sundays at 8 and 10 a.m.  
Morning Prayer is read on, Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. on Zoom 

 
 
 

† A Parish of the Diocese of New York † 
 

Christ Church 
The Parish of Christ the Redeemer 

1415 Pelhamdale Avenue, Pelham, New York 10803 
914.738.5515 

914.712.0526, fax 
www.christchurchpelham.org 

 
 
 
 

Christ Church Pelham is a Christian community in the Episcopal tradition. 
As members of the Body of Christ, we are dedicated to spiritual growth 

 and committed to serving God through worship and  
service to our community and the world. 

  
 


