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Editor’s Note: This month we say goodbye to the Rev. Deacon Michael Kurth 

who has been called to serve as Curate at Christ’s Church Rye.  

Michael has been a regular contributor to our Newsletter, no mean feat considering 

his heavy work load at Yale Divinity School as well as his duties here at Christ 

Church., we’ll miss his articles. 

Although we’re sad to say goodbye, we’re happy for him as he answers his first call. 

We are very proud of Michael and pleased that we will be able to say ‘we knew him 

when’, because we know, from his time with us, that he will go on to do great things 

as he continues on his path as a considerate, intuitive and eloquent messenger of 

Christ’s message of love, and an outspoken advocate for social justice, as we have 

witnessed through his brilliant sermons.   

God bless you and keep you Michael, and may He give you strength to always 

speak your truth.  

- Missy Kisob 



 

 

 

On Ye Christian Pilgrims 

By Erik Ipsen 

In mid-May, just a week after it was announced that 

bookings for the church’s Holy Land pilgrimage had 

reached the full complement of 40, Soundings sat 

down with Father Matthew Mead in his office to       

discuss what comes next, and what we all – including 

the majority of us who won’t be going anywhere --

might expect to get out of the experience.   

* * * * * * *  

With only two months to go before the group’s 10:50 

p.m. Delta flight lifts off from Newark Airport bound 

for Jerusalem,  Father Matt is well into preparation 

mode on several fronts, and he hopes others are as 

well.  

“We want people to be familiar with the map of the 

area, as well as the history and modern state of these 

places,” he says. “It would also be nice for all of us to 

spend the summer getting a bit more fit rather than 

eating a lot of hot dogs.” 

In addition, he advises making some psychic shifts, 

noting a pilgrimage is a different kind of summer  

outing.  “Tourists will see the same spots as we will 

but won’t immerse themselves in the religious aspects. 

When we go to the Jordan River, for instance, we 

won’t just look at it, we’ll renew our baptismal vows.” 

He also looks forward to a sunrise service in the desert 

in which the reading could well deal with Jesus’s retreat 

into the wilderness. “I assume there is something 

profound about reading scripture in the place where 

it actually happened.” 

To help knit the group together ,work is already    

underway on a directory, including  photos and brief 

bios, of all the pilgrims. Nineteen are associated with 

Christ Church. The remainder will come under the 

umbrella of the church in Alexandria, Virginia headed 

by our former rector, Randy Alexander. For spiritual 

guidance the group will boast no 

less than five priests including 

Matt’s father Andrew, and 

Randy’s wife Patty -- plus one 

verger,  Walter Roberts. All in 

turn will be led on foot and by 

bus by a guide of a different sort, 

Canon Iyad Qumri, an Arab Angli-

can born and raised in the Holy Land. He has his own 

ambitions for their eleven days together as hinted at 

by his recommended reading list of 13 books. It 

starts  two millennia ago with  “Four Gospels, One 

Jesus?”; it ends early in the 21st century with “Whose 

Promised Land?” 

During their stay, the pilgrims will also hear guest 

speakers. It begins with a talk about Islam on the first 

night, then on to look at the contemporary situation 

in Jerusalem from a Palestinian perspective on the 

second and from an Israeli point of view on the third.  

Of free, do-what-you-want time, there will be 24 

hours (in Jerusalem). Father Matt has already pon-

dered what he might do with his day off. “I’d just like 

to walk around.” Needless to add, he also looks forward 

to dipping deep into the local cuisine. “I love the region’s 

traditional foods.” 

For the record, this will mark Matt’s first pilgrimage 

to the Holy Land.  Before this, the closest he says he’s 

ever come is what he describes as a “foody pilgrimage” 

that he and his wife Nicole took to Sicily a decade 

ago. They went with a group of chefs, plus food and 

health writers. “We tasted a lot of olive oils and heard 

a lot of olive-oil lectures,” he recalls. “It was fascinating.” 

Based on that trip, he forecasts that “10 days of eat-

ing, praying and traveling together will help forge 

strong bonds.”  

 And if all goes well, Matt thinks we might consider 

another pilgrimage. “There’s no reason why we 

couldn’t do one in two years. I’d love to go to Greece 

or Rome or…” 

Page 3 

WHAT’S ON MATT’S MIND? 



 

 

These days we see and hear so much about the       

epidemic of addiction in America and even our own 

communities, that it's no wonder so many of us are 

concerned. As a deacon, over the course of 33 years,   

I have counseled scores of people struggling with  

alcohol and/or drug addiction. In doing so, I draw on 

lessons I've learned from my reading on the subject 

as well as on my own experiences -- including the 

twelve-step program Alcoholics Anonymous. 

 

Based on all of this, I want to share some broad      

observations. For openers people should know a few 

things about alcohol, beginning with the fact that it 

too is a drug. While it doesn't necessarily lead to hard 

drug use and abuse, often drug users will also use 

alcohol, and so begins a vicious cycle where the      

desire for one helps fuel the need for the other. 

 

Addicts are in deep denial, and no matter how far 

their lives sink, they really have no control. The sad 

fact is that for parents or others who care about the  

addict, there is nothing that can be said or done that 

would make a difference until that person is willing 

to change. Recovery is a matter of choice. 
 
What we can and should do, however,  is everything 

that’s within our power to connect them with AA or 

counselors, be they psychia-

trists or other professionals, 

once the addict or alcoholic is 

ready to take that first step  

towards  recovery. Offering 

support and encouragement is 

also important even if it only 

means driving them to AA meetings. 

 

Rehab clinics can provide the safe environment 

where an addict or alcoholic can be helped to get 

their thinking clear enough to "hear" what's being 

said and see where their life is going in their addiction. 

Follow that with a twelve-step program, and statis-

tics indicate that the addict or alcoholic will have a 

one in three chance of full recovery. Those odds may 

not sound great, but it’s up to the  alcoholic or addict to 

make sure recovery happens.  

 

If you or someone you know and care about has an 

alcohol or drug problem, I would be willing to share my 

experience, strength and hope with you or them. 

 

Blessings ... 

Deacon Katie 
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DEACON’S LETTER 

SOUNDINGS  

By Etta Gumbs 

The Outreach Committee would like parishioners to remember to continue their donations of cookies and 

juice boxes during the summer months in support of Trinity St. Paul’s lunch program which operates year-

round.  Your donations are greatly appreciated and go a long way to offset Christ Church’s cost of the program 

which is entirely self-funded through card sales and donations.  

As always, the Outreach Committee is happy to have people join the sandwich brigade either by assisting on 

delivery Thursday or helping the men's group make sandwiches the evening before.  Please contact the           

co-chairs, Marie Dumas or Edward McGann, if you are interested in participating. 

Outreach Committee Updates 

Dealing With Addiction 
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Christ Church Parishioners in Action for Social Change 

 
By Erik Ipsen 

Spring arrived late this year but in the church’s      

gardens it was well worth the wait. Daffodils burst 

into blossom from the beds next to the door to the 

columbarium out back.  Meanwhile, by late April the 

biggest show of the year, the cherry tree outside the 

undercroft window with its cloud of pink blossoms, 

wowed all once again.  

 

On a late April inspection tour with 

her dog Lola, Garden Committee 

Chair Alice K. Dean was particularly 

pleased with some prominently 

placed new additions, the ten 

squat Siberian cypress bushes and 

a pair of columnar boxwoods grouped around the 

church sign overlooking Pelhamdale Avenue. She also 

noted that there’s plenty of room in that bed for some 

color, likely pansies followed perhaps by impatiens in 

the summer. She encourages all parishioners interested 

in helping the parish put its best floral foot forward 

to join the committee and dig in. “It’s fun and garden-

ing is definitely good for the soul,” she 

said. It also can be good for the commu-

nity. She notes there are tentative plans 

to start our own vegetable garden that 

could supply the Trinity St. Paul’s lunch 

program in New Rochelle and others.  

Elsewhere around the grounds, check 

out the area around the simple 

wooden cross in front of the parking 

lot which has been cleared of several 

scrawny bushes. In that same vein, 

Alice said she hopes to thin out some 

of the bushes around the Garden of 

Resurrection. Down below in the 

large flat area that was the site of 

several picnics last year, the area will 

be reseeded to green it up a bit. A facelift also likely 

looms for the black cyclone fence around the drain-

age pit (and sometime pond) along the Shore Road. 

There Alice hopes to plant some climbing euonymus 

bushes. 

More + Less in the Gardens 

By Scarlett Carroll 

School in Parkland, Florida, on Valentine's Day. 

"I marched because gun violence can happen in my 

school. We've had two lockdowns this 

year because of active shooters out-

side the school: this is unacceptable. 

Not one more student should have to 

be murdered at school where we 

should feel the most safe", Scarlett 

said. "It's important that members of 

my church not only back us, but actively 

work to make a positive change". 

Christ Church parishioners Scarlett Carroll, Carla  

Carroll, and Missy Kisob joined an estimated 150,000 

marchers on Saturday, March 24 for the 

New York March for Our Lives, to protest 

gun violence in schools. The March was 

held on the west side of Manhattan, from 

Central Park West to West 44th Street. 

Many of the marchers were middle 

school and high school students; Scarlett 

also organized a walkout at her middle 

school in the Bronx for the National School Walkout, 

in memory of the 17 people who lost their lives in the 

mass murder at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 



 

 

 
Almighty God, whose loving hand hath given us all that we possess:  

Grant us grace that we may honor thee with our substance, and, remembering the  

account which we must one day give, may be faithful stewards of thy bounty,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. – BCP 

 

Honoring our past, celebrating our present, planning for our future 

 

2018 marks the 175th Anniversary of Christ Church. We offer our prayers and praises to Almighty God for       

sustaining our parish through the generations, and we give thanks for the ministry and leadership of our founder 

Robert Bolton and all who have made Christ Church their spiritual home. We will be marking this milestone with 

worship and celebratory events, at which we will gather as a community to honor our past, celebrate our present 

and plan for our future.  

 

We are the beneficiaries of the prayers, hard work, stewardship and love of those who have come before us.   

They are the reason we have this beautiful space in which we can gather, to worship our Lord Jesus Christ, share      

fellowship and be in ministry together to do God’s work. We are now called by God to ensure that future           

generations will find a spiritual home in this beautiful, historic church. 

 

One of the best ways in which we can honor our heritage is by making a commitment to the future of Christ 

Church. Over the past ten years, we have invested a significant amount of time and capital, repairing and            

restoring many areas of our buildings. This has included replacing the roof on the Parish Hall, made possible 

through the generosity of one of our families, and replacing the roof on the Old Parish House, through the         

generous gifts of many parish families. There is more work to be done… the roof over the church, other roof   

components, and a growing list of deferred maintenance projects await. As part of the 175th Anniversary          

Celebration, we are pleased to announce a Capital Campaign. Our goal is to raise the capital to fund these           

essential repairs.  

 

The committee is continuing to reach out to the Christ Church family and many in the community, to explore ways 

in which we can work together to reach our goal. Gifts can take many forms, and can be made in one payment, or over 

time. Every gift is important and no gift is too small. The most important gifts you can give are your participation 

and your prayers for a successful campaign. By joining our parish family in this initiative, you are honoring the 

past, celebrating the present, and planning for the future of Christ Church.  

 

Thank you for your support, stewardship and prayers for Christ Church throughout this 175th Anniversary year 

and beyond.  

 

“Our little church gets apace. We have had a bell given this week, and the  

Bible and prayer-books and handsome organ. It is wonderful how many things seem put  

in our hands. May they all, and always, be used to the praise and  glory of God.” 

- Journal of Anne Bolton, 1845 
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

SOUNDINGS  



 

 

Our Capital Campaign has five tiers; a detailed list and estimated costs of the projects in each tier is below.  As of 

June 10th we have received commitments of over $220,000 to cover “Tier 1” which includes all of the roof work    

over the church. We have also received a “Challenge Commitment” from a generous parishioner who will match any future          

individual gifts of $2,500, or more, up to a total of $50,000. When we match this anonymous donor’s wonderful      

generosity, we will be able to complete “Tier 2”, which includes immediate/emergency repair items.  We need your 

help completing Tier 2 and making the transition into Tier 3. Every single gift matters a great deal. Thank you! 
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Deacon Michael Bids a Fond Farewell 
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equal parts cute and formative. The icing on the cake, 

came when the Queen of the Puerto Rican Day Parade 

accepted our parish’s donations of essential items for 

distribution in the mountains of Puerto Rico (and kudos 

to Carla Carroll for setting this up!). I had to fight back 

tears as children and parents placed items at the 

Christmas cre che. I’m so glad to have shared this moment 

with our youth! 

Above all, my ‘increase in wisdom’ comes from the 

time spent with all of you. From the moment I stepped 

into Christ Church, I felt a gracious welcome and joy 

that is authentic to this community, 

and I will take your model of hos-

pitality with me in my ministry.  

Every week, I eagerly anticipated 

catching up with parishioners in 

the reception line after the service 

or afterwards at one of our famous 

coffee hours. In this last month, I’ve even 

started some new rituals as many toddlers enjoy 

waving and smiling to me as we process out the door. 

The wisdom I take with me is this: I believe that the 

bonds of a church community are built in three places – 

in our covenant experiences on Sundays, in the meals 

we share as a community (from communion to our 

parish feasts), and in establishing relationships with 

those outside our building. It is covenant that binds 

us to God and one another; it is in meals that we 

share out of our abundance and welcome the guest. It 

is in our time with the outcast, the sick, and the shut-in 

that we share the Good News of Jesus Christ with  

others. 

All my thanks and love to Father Matt, Deacon Katie, 

Walter, Jeffrey, Marie, and every member of our     

parish for your love and support for two incredible 

years. May Christ Church Pelham continue to grow in 

wisdom and in the knowledge and love of Jesus Christ 

our Savior. 

By Rev. Deacon Michael Kurth 

In the second chapter of Luke’s Gospel, the birth    

narrative transverses various moments of Jesus’    

infancy, from “shepherds in the fields” to his presen-

tation in the temple. We even get a story about Mary 

and Joseph losing Jesus, mistakenly thinking he was 

in a group caravan when he was still at the temple in 

Jerusalem! Jesus’ childhood (and early adult) years 

are summed up succinctly in the final verse of the 

chapter: “And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, 

and in divine and human favor” (Luke 2:52). 

As I reflect on my time at Christ 

Church, I keep coming back to 

this final verse. Not because I 

believe I have grown in divine 

or human favor (I believe God’s 

Grace has us all covered there) 

– but because of how important 

it was for Jesus to increase in wisdom before begin-

ning his public ministry. The last two years have been 

the most formative of my life, and much of this is due 

to my experience every week at Christ Church. With 

Father Matt’s guidance, I have had the opportunity to   

co-lead our Church school every Sunday, to craft and 

lead liturgy, and to preach regularly. I even learned 

how to roast a whole pig (for Michaelmas)! 

We’ve shared many memorable moments. It was an 

honor to serve and share communion with you, and 

as a deacon, to prepare the table. But it wasn’t just the 

Eucharist that brought us closer together. How much 

fun is EVERY baptism that we do? Whether going  

outside or sitting with the children by the Bolton   

altar, I always looked forward to welcoming a new 

member into the Body of Christ (and being soaked 

with Holy Water by Father Matt). Other moments I 

will cherish include our incredible feasts (this church 

can COOK) and our outreach in the broader community. 

Our 2017 Christmas Pageant became a particularly 

notable moment. With the help of children, parents, 

plus lay and staff members, we put together a pageant 

At Michael’s Ordination 



 

 

Youth Beat 
Liam Mead, the 11-year-old son of Father Matt, says 

that the lessons he’s taught are “cool”. He says that 

“the teachers move around a lot” and that they can 

even be “funny”. He says that his favorite bible story 

is when “everything goes black [turns to night] for 10 

days straight”. (the plague of darkness) 

Another child who appears to enjoy church school is 

12-year-old Courtland Jones. He says that the teachers 

are “fun and enthusiastic”. Asked what his favorite 

bible story is, Courtland quickly responds with an 

amusing retelling of the classic story of David and 

Goliath. “David’s like, ‘You're not going to kill me,  

Goliath! I've got a slingshot.’” Courtland too says that 

he thinks about the lessons he's learned at Sunday 

school.  

To sum things up, kids really appear to enjoy Sunday 

school. They think it's fun, that their teachers are   

enthusiastic, and that the lessons make them think 

about things they wouldn't have if they didn't go to 

Sunday school. They also say that they really enjoy 

not just the crafts projects and the snacks that they 

sometimes get, the church school kids also enjoy 

reading passages from the bible.   

By Scarlett Carroll 

On most Sunday mornings, children of the parish go 

downstairs to the classrooms as their parents head 

on into the church. But what really happens in church 

school? 

Asked to find out and report, I interviewed a few   

students. They told me that they do arts and crafts 

projects, discuss their faith, read parts of the bible, 

and even have a snack. Sometimes their teachers are 

joined by Deacon Michael and even Father Matt, who 

come downstairs to engage in conversation with the 

children, answer questions they might have, and 

maybe to ask a few as well.   

 

Sophia Ironside, age 7, reports that Sunday school 

helps her “learn about Jesus.” She says that the 

“lessons are interesting” but admits that her favorite 

part is definitely “the crafts.” Sophia's favorite 

memory from church school was when Father Matt 

gave her and the other kids donuts and spoke about 

what the bread given at communion represents. She 

also says that some of the lessons stick with her so 

much that she even brings them up in conversation.  
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Scarlett Margaret Jean Morse 
Baptized April 8, 2018 

Sebastian John Herr 
Baptized April 29 2018 

Heavenly Father, we thank you 
that by water and the Holy  Spirit 

you have bestowed upon these 
your servants the forgiveness of 
sin, and have raised them to the 
new life of grace. Sustain them,   
O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give 

them an inquiring and discerning 
heart, the courage to will and to 

persevere, a spirit to know and to 
love you, and the gift of joy and 

wonder in all your works.   
Amen.  

-BCP 



 

 

A TAG SALE FOR THE RECORD BOOKS 

 By Erik Ipsen  

On Saturday morning, June 16th, an anxious crowd 

gathered early for the kickoff of this year’s six-hour 

tag sale. “By the time I got there  just after 9, at least 

nearly 30 people had already lined up,” reported 

one parishioner. “And when the doors finally 

opened at 10, it was like the running of the bulls.”   

One of the first things to go in the church library, 

where the pricier items were displayed, was a large 

silver platter marked at $500. Despite an opening 

offer of $400, the would-be buyer quickly agreed to 

pony up the advertised price.  

Nearby another shopper speedily began throwing 

China and silver into a large basket. Meanwhile, out 

in the church hall a couple working together were 

scarfing up framed pictures amid buying one parish-

ioner/staffer described as “frenzied”. 

 No sooner had the first wave of sales ebbed than 

another one began. One of the biggest items, a  dinner 

table inset with hand-painted Italian tiles and sur-

rounded by six handsome chairs, was among the 

first things to go. 

 In contrast, not until sales re-opened briefly after 

coffee hours on Sunday did a young parishioner couple 

purchase a $300 oil-painting signed by an artist, 

whose work had been shown widely decades ago, of 

a horse pulling a sleigh through the snow.  

By the time it was all over, sales had handily set a 

new record of over $7,000. “I’m excited,” said Eileen 

Wolfe, one of the three leaders of the tireless team of 

volunteer sorters, pricers, and sellers who devoted 

nearly a month to pulling off the sale. “I think we 

should have a celebration.” Co-leaders Jackie Kraft 

and Jennifer Alleyne were inclined to agree. 

Even better, the shoppers gave high marks to the 

parish’s courteous, hard-working sales staff. One 

shopper told Carol Ipsen, “You guys put on the nicest 

tag sale of anybody around; you all are so pleasant 

to deal with.” 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE… 

fabulous festive evening to celebrate the 175th anniversary of 
 

 

Parish of  Christ the Redeemer 
 

 

Saturday, October 6th 

6:30 pm 

 

New York Athletic Club, Travers Island 

Pelham Manor, NY 
 

 

Invitation to follow 
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The Verger’s Corner 

SOUNDINGS  

Family Time at the Altar 

By Walter Roberts 

As the church’s  verger over the last 15 

years, I have worked around the altar 

with many adults as well as   children in 

their roles as ministers, choristers, and 

acolytes.  

What makes me particularly happy is to 

see parents and their children working  

together, sharing their ministries. Over the years 

we’ve seen that sort of family, team effort a number 

of times with members of the Acolyte Guild.  

The first time I witnessed it was years ago when 

Debra Orlando and her children Kara and Peter, 

donned their acolyte robes together. Next, we had the 

biggest family effort to date: Father Randy and his 

wife, the Rev. Patty Alexander, plus their acolyte sons 

Peter, Andrew and William. It’s worth noting that 

they continue that tradition of joint effort in their 

new church home in Virginia. Currently, Fr. Matt sets 

a different sort of record by serving with acolyte sons 

Liam and Nicholas and on occasion with his father, 

the Rev. Andrew Mead, gathering three generations 

of Meads at the front of the church. 

These days we have several parents working with 

their children. Andy Hibbler frequently serves along-

side sons Nicholas and Charlie (acolytes); and chorister 

Missy Kisob (choir) works with sons Achidi and Jabea 

(acolytes). The most recent family members to work 

together are acolyte Carla Carroll and daughter    

Scarlett (choir).                                                                                         

In some ways I believe it all hearkens back in biblical 

terms to the house of Aaron. Under direction of God 

through Moses,  Aaron and his sons were consecrated 

for their duties together. I think it’s valuable for families 

to worship together. Working together in church 

adds another dimension to the experience.   
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Our Soprano from Cypress 

By Erik Ipsen 
 
Growing up in Cypress, a small town northwest of 

Houston, Laurelyn Watson Chase knew early on what 

interested her most. While her high school boasted 

its own rodeo team, and the local chapter of Future 

Farmers of America loomed large, her family leaned 

towards music. In grade school she began playing 

cello and piano and singing, a lot. By the age of 9 she 

had memorized all the parts of 

Humperdinck’s opera Hansel 

and Gretel. In high school she 

sang in the choir, winning a 

place in the Texas All-State 

Choir as a soprano in both her 

junior and senior year. 

 

“Music was my thing,” she said.  

  

While her father played guitar in local bands – mostly 

blues and country, and all of it by ear -- Laurelyn favored 

the classics of Mozart, Bach, et al. To polish her skills, 

she enrolled in the University of North Texas, music 

school near Dallas, one of the largest in the nation. 

There she majored in voice and after graduating 

moved to New York where she earned her masters at 

the Manhattan School of Music. She graduated in 

1995, along with music composition major Jeffrey 

Hoffman. Later on, he hired her to sing at churches 

from Staten Island to Holy Family Church across from 

the United Nations. There she worked alongside Simon 

Cram, who joined our choir a decade ago; and David 

Chase, a strong young tenor whom she went on to 

marry.  

 

Living on West 90th Street, she auditioned for the 

New York Gilbert and Sullivan Players, based a block 

north, and quickly became a regular member of the 

repertory company. “It was so close, I said to myself, 

‘Great, I’ll never be late.’”  Today she enjoys 

singing a broad range of sacred, classical and 

comedic music. “Going on tour to Wolf Trap 

in Massachusetts or England’s Royal Hall,  

being alone in center stage and getting raves 

for your work is very satisfying,” she said. In 

fact, the New York Times once described her 

as a “winningly sweet-toned lyric soprano”.  

 

But, she added, performing around the world can be 

“very lonely too.”  That changed 9 years ago with the 

birth of her son Lochlan.   

 

Shortly after that, when her old friend Jeffrey signed 

on as music director at Christ Church, she seized his 

offer to come up and work as a substitute chorister. 

In 2013, she returned to her Episcopal roots, signing 

on as one of the four professional singers who elevate 

our choir of talented volunteers. "I enjoy singing here 

not only for the beautiful music and choir family, but 

also knowing I might help people worship and pray 

makes me feel good about what I do."  



 

 

By Michael Fawcett  

On May 6th at 4 in the afternoon, nine of 

our youth were officially  received into the 

fellowship of the Episcopal Church and the  

Anglican Communion through the rite of 

Confirmation. Assistant Bishop Mary D. 

Glasspool delivered a robust, inspiring and 

challenging message of love for God, for 

His creation and for one another. She then 

laid hands on each of the Confirmands and 

blessed them as they confessed their faith 

and renewed their  Baptismal vows. 

We congratulate these newly received 

young  Episcopalians, as we celebrate a major step in 

their Christian journey. We encourage them in their   

Christian walk and we urge their continued participation 

in the life of our Parish.  
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Bishop Glasspool Comes to Christ Church 

SOUNDINGS 

The Confirmands 

Kathryn Alexander is an eighth grader 

at Pelham Middle School, where she real-

ly enjoys the challenges and rewards of 

projects in English class. She also discov-

ered an interest in rowing this year.  Her 

biggest and most exciting recent discov-

ery, however, is Community Service. She loves it and 

plans to stay involved.  Kathryn has been at Christ 

Church since birth and has been involved in Church 

School and, most noteworthy to this writer/director, 

the Christmas Pageant, where she has exhibited some 

keen talent for the stage. In keeping with her love of 

service, she just received her 3 year cross for serving 

as an acolyte. Kathryn sees her Christianity as a lens 

through which to view the world. She is excited about 

the role and responsibilities of becoming an adult in the 

Church, and says that her relationship with God has 

grown by leaps and bounds through her participation 

in Confirmation class.  She says enthusiastically, "I 

have lots of free time this summer and can lend it to 

anyone who needs it." You heard it here, folks! 

Abigail Douglass is just completing 

eighth grade at Pelham Middle School, 

where she enjoys Science and playing 

hockey. She also likes hiking and considers 

Environmental Sciences as a possible  

career choice, along with journalism and 

architecture/design. Abigail has been a member of 

Christ Church since birth, and says that Confirmation 

has made her realize a closer connection to God and 

Christ Church, and she looks forward to becoming 

more involved. 

Carter Hardwick is an eighth grader at 

Pelham Middle School, where his favorite 

academic subjects are Math and English. 

He enjoys doing art for fun, and he plays 

lacrosse, football and basketball.  A man of 

style and varied interests, he enjoys designer labels, 

especially Supreme, and even thinks about creating 

his own design house someday. He would also like to 

play pro football or study and practice law, but if that 

doesn’t pan out, marine biology is also on the table. 
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Confirmation 2018 

Carter was baptized at Christ Church and enjoyed 

participating in the Christmas Pageant when he was 

younger. He feels completing Confirmation training 

is an accomplishment, and he’s proud to confirm his 

faith and membership in the Episcopal Church  

Mikaela Sedky Lavendero, is a Pelham 

Middle School eighth grader, is an aspiring 

writer. She loves English class because it 

gives her the opportunity to express her 

imagination through language. When she’s 

not playing softball or soccer, you’ll proba-

bly find Mikaela reading.  

Mikaela and her family have been active at Christ 

Church since moving to Pelham from Manhattan two 

years ago. She says she used to go to church for spe-

cial occasions like Christmas and Easter, but at Christ 

Church she finds the sermons very relatable and the 

people welcoming and kind, which makes her want 

to be more involved than she has cared to be in the 

past. Confirmation, for Mikaela, was a personal 

choice. “Of course, it was highly, highly encouraged 

by my family, but I ultimately made the decision to 

be Confirmed. I wanted to confirm that my parents 

had made the right decision when I was baptized, 

and too young to understand. I wanted to renew my 

faith and learn more about Christianity and have a 

deeper understanding of what it means to me, per-

sonally.” I don’t know about you, but I look forward 

to more from this young lady. 

Michael R. Micciche is in ninth grade at 

Archbishop Stepinac High School. His pri-

mary interests are football, surfing, skiing 

and spending time with friends. Possible 

career aspirations include law, politics 

and piloting. Since kindergarten, Michael 

has participated in Church School and Christmas 

Pageants at Christ Church. Michael says his faith 

helps him be a better person and guides him in living 

his life adhering to those values. “Confirmation is the 

next step in that journey, and the beginning of a 

long, fruitful Christian life.” 

Christinamarie Nelson is in eighth 

grade at the School of the Holy Child 

Jesus. She enjoys Algebra, but her real 

love is for singing, acting and dancing. 

She hopes to be involved in the film in-

dustry as an actress, director and edi-

tor, but also has thoughts of becoming a doctor. 

Christinamarie only began attending Christ Church 

when she enrolled in Confirmation class, but she has 

read in a few services, and now, having been con-

firmed, feels a greater responsibility to be involved 

in the Church. She hopes to live her faith and fulfill 

her Christian duty by being involved in charity work, 

and making more of an effort to    understand God’s 

words, and show love to all.   

Henry White is an eighth grader at Pelham 

Middle School, where he    enjoys math 

and playing lacrosse. He wants to be 

known as a good athlete and hopes to one 

day be a professional lacrosse player, or 

perhaps a teacher. Henry was baptized at 

Christ Church and has since been active in Church 

School. He says that Confirmation is an important 

step in transitioning from a young man into adult-

hood. 

Will White, like his twin brother, Henry, 

is in eighth grade at Pelham Middle 

School and an avid lacrosse player. He 

considers himself a very good goalie and 

shares his brother’s dream of becoming a 

professional lacrosse player.  

He has been involved in Church School at Christ 

Church since he was born and recognizes Confirmation 

as an important step in becoming a young adult 

Christian. Preparing for Confirmation has given him 

a deeper understanding of God and Jesus and his 

faith in general. 



 

 

Time Well Spent 
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By Jeffrey Hoffman 

On Trinity Sunday, May 27th, our parish choir’s 2017-

2018 choral season came to a splendid close with the 

offertory anthem “In the Year that King Uzziah Died” 

by David McK. Williams and a setting of the Cherubic 

Hymn from the Russian Orthodox liturgy by Mikhail 

Glinka.  

Since September, seventeen volunteer choristers, 

four professionals, and three substitute profes-

sionals sang hymns, chants, anthems and motets 

in a variety of languages. And they did so on Sunday 

as well as major feast days beginning with    

Michaelmas. Our repertoire included everything 

from medieval plainsong melodies to recently 

composed masterpieces.  

I want to express my gratitude to everyone in our 

choir for their faithful participation and dedica-

tion to the work of “perfecting the praises offered 

by God’s people on earth.” Led by our professionals 

Laurelyn Watson Chase, Simon Cram, Jann Degnan, 

and Michael Imbimbo and our volunteer choristers -- 

Kim de Beaumont, Jeff Bodenmann, Scarlett Carroll, 

Amy Chase, Curtis Chase, Denis Doran, Michael Fawcett, 

Linda Gerra, Cherrie Greenhalgh, Margo and John 

Hastings, Emily Kane, Katherine Kenworthy, Mboti 

(Missy) Kisob, Barbara Nelson, Margaret and Jim 

Young -- spent countless hours in preparation.  

On Sunday, June 3rd, the six choristers of our children’s 

choir program capped their season by performing 

both anthems for that morning’s liturgy. Each of the 

children who participated throughout the choral   

season received a certificate of appreciation from Fr. 

Matt and me. Our thanks go out to: 

Sofia Ironside, Court Jones, Charlie 

McKee, Liam Mead, Nicholas Mead, 

and Kamryn Randall as well as to 

Heather Reische, who was with us for 

part of the season.  

During June and July, excepting June 

24th, the Summer Choir will sing a 

simple anthem each week. This is a 

good time for folks who like to sing to 

come lift your voices in song and   

perhaps to stick a toe in the water of 

music ministry. I’d love to have you. We rehearse each 

week at 9:15 a.m. before the service. No preparation is 

necessary. The anthems we will explore are from 

these hymnals: The Hymnal 1982, Wonder, Love and 

Praise, and Lift Every Voice and Sing.  

Our 2018-19 choral season, the last with our 1967-

vintage organ, will commence in mid-September. 

Please let me know if you’d like to participate! 

A Word From the Music Ministry 

By Erik Ipsen 

Jeannette Jones loves to get involved. 

Shortly after moving to Mount Vernon 

in 1978, she  joined Trinity Episcopal 

Church, whose landmarked main 

building dates to 1859. There she   

began singing in the choir and working 

on several committees. She went on 

to serve as the secretary of Trinity’s board as well as 

its treasurer, a post the rector officially called 

“Manager of Parish Welfare”. 

 

Around that time, she also began volunteering at the 

Mount Vernon Boys & Girls Club. Ultimately, she 

served for eight years as the president of the century-

old institution. These days she’s actively involved in 
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“It was a great opportunity,” she said.  
 
A few years later she began working at the company’s 

headquarters on West 42nd Street in Manhattan, and 

within a few years she had a 30th floor apartment 

overlooking the Hudson River in Riverdale.    
 
At that point she met Melo at a party at the Mount 

Vernon residence of the ambassador of Equatorial 

Guinea, where things took off. Melo, then teaching  

elementary school nearby, wasted no time in predicting 

that someday they’d marry. She called him a “jive-

time turkey.”  
 
After 43 years of marriage, the couple, both long     

retired, still reside in the home they moved into 40 

years ago, and Jeannette still likes to get involved. 
 

various committees at Christ Church, which she and 

her husband Melo joined after the closure of Trinity 

over two years ago.   
 
All told, Jeannette Jones has come a long way from 

her family’s farm in Blythewood, South Carolina, 

where she grew up on a peanut  and corn farm. After 

high school, she attended Benedict College, four 

miles up the road in Columbia.  
 
Four years later, armed with a bachelor’s degree in 

business education, she went much farther. She   

traveled to Philadelphia to speak with a her aunt’s 

friend, George Farmer, founder of the Congress of Racial 

Equality, and one of the ''Big Four'' of the civil rights 

movement in the 1950s and 60s. Through him, she 

landed a job as a secretary at Mobil Oil in Philadelphia.  

the steeple to repair our bell.  

Meanwhile, each December he works with Alice K. 

Dean and Walter Roberts to bring in and put up our 

various indoor Christmas trees. Around that time he 

also brings the church school kids out to the tree by 

the old Parish House to string lights and decorate it. 

Annually, he also serves as the builder of the Great 

Fire for the Easter Vigil. 

Jack is a member of the Men’s Group and the buildings 

committee. At the 8 o’clock service he’s frequently a 

chalice bearer and greeter. Asked what  he does best, 

he smiles and says, “I aggravate people!” 

As for the roles Jackie Kraft plays at Christ Church, 

they are many. As co-chair of the Altar Guild, she   

prepares and sets up linens and vessels for each    

service. At Easter, she spends hours with the committee 

turning out those palm crosses we all take home on 

Palm Sunday. “We’re the elves that make them,” she    

reveals. 

She has also served on the Fellowship Committee for 

By Carla Carroll 
 

Episcopalians are encouraged 

to give of our time, talent and 

treasure. Few have taken that 

call and run with it as long and 

far as Jack and Jackie Kraft in 

their 29 years as parishioners. 

Jack’s involvement goes back to his childhood when 

he worked with his father and grandfather installing 

a modern heating system in a building which was 

originally warmed by a pot-bellied stove. He remembers 

having to go into the crypt for some of the work and 

having no problem with that. “I guess I was too young 

to be afraid,” he says. 

Raised in the Catholic church, the Krafts became  

Episcopalians after their marriage 28 years ago. Three 

sons, six grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren 

later, they do more around the church than ever.  

Over the years, Jack has refurbished our outdoor 

signage and made several trips in a bucket lift up to 

Team Kraft Excels at Multi-tasking 



 

 

Our Presiding Bishop...what a message! 
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Scouts;  it’s church;  and if I’m not at church, I’m home.”  

Before retiring Jackie was an office administrator and 

typesetter for a local print shop. Jack worked as a bus 

mechanic in New Rochelle, 

and today drives special-

needs students to school 

each day. 

several years, along with Jennifer Alleyne and Mildred 

Johnson, making sure countless coffee hours, dinners, 

and  receptions were executed tastefully and seamlessly.  

She is one of three co-chairs for the Annual Tag sale, 

surrendering many hours over the course of nearly a 

month to help take in items, then lead a team who price 

and clean them, and finally set up for the big sale. 

Outside of church, Jackie chairs Mt. Vernon Boy Scout 

Troop 40, an involvement in scouting that dates to 

their own boys’ days as scouts. To this day she sums 

up her daily whereabouts as follows: “If I’m not at 

By Michael R. Moynihan 

Many years ago I was taught that preaching is an art, 

a ministry, a privilege and a responsibility. I was also 

taught about the “5 M's” of preaching – the Message, 

the Method, the Milieu, the Messenger, and Monday, 

as in, where will the listener be on Monday? 

 

Bishop Michael Curry's message at the recent Royal 

Wedding was all about the Power of Love, a most  

appropriate message for Prince Harry and his bride, 

Meghan, for their families and friends, and for the 

millions of churched and unchurched viewers around 

the world. This was not a sermon that would merit a 

simple, “That was nice.” This was a timely message 

and an incredible teaching moment. 

 

The Bishop's method was clearly theological and 

scriptural, combining the style of his Baptist back-

ground with his Episcopal training and convictions. 

The energetic, enthusiastic and dramatic preaching 

style was not mere theatrics, but is, in fact, Bishop 

Curry's natural energy and style, both in and out of 

the pulpit. Drama and pageantry have helped to keep 

the Gospel message and the Liturgy alive and inter-

esting since the birth of the Church. 

 

The milieu, in this case the Monarchy and the Church 

of England, knew very well 

who they had invited to 

preach, and he in turn was 

well aware of, and admittedly 

initially nervous about, the 

crowd he was addressing. 

He was the messenger and 

ultimately Jesus was the 

message. 

As for Monday, who can  deny that the world was abuzz 

with talk of the royal     wedding the following Mon-

day and for days there-after? Much of the  discussion, 

whether positive or negative, was about Bishop Cur-

ry's homily. Some of the media looked for controver-

sy in the reactions of the royals and congregants. 

Some seemed a bit       uncomfortable – an appropri-

ate response to the enormous challenge given in the 

sermon. The real controversy, however, lies with 

each of us who heard the message. Do we understand 

what the power of God's love and our love could do to 

and for the world?  To quote bishop Curry, “If humani-

ty ever captures the energy of love – it will be the sec-

ond time in history that we have discovered fire.” 

I believe very strongly that Bishop Curry's sermon 

was an opportunity seized. It showed the vitality of 

our Episcopal Church – alive and well. As one reporter 

said it best, “Our Presiding Bishop, Michael Curry, 

brought the world to church!” 

Repairing the bell 



 

 

Did You Know?   

 

Whimsy in Our Windows 

We’re all aware of our beautiful stained-glass windows at Christ Church – how they help create an ambience for 

worship, and offer a visual focus in times of meditation, prayer or reflection. But did you know that some of them 

also include elements of whimsy and entertainment? Take time to examine them closely sometime. You may find 

something I’ve missed. 

I was quite certain that Father Randy Alexander had once pointed out to me some sort of insect or worm crawling 

on a vine. I was not able to find him when searching for the purpose of this article, but I did find several of what 

I’d call long-haired, dancing worms. 
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By Michael Fawcett,      
Thespian 

A subtle initialing by the artist and a not-so-subtle one. 
Could St. John be the  Patron 

Saint of rodents? 

Why is there a dragon in St. John’s chalice? One theory claims that this 
popular image has to do with John fulfilling Jesus’ prophecy about being 
able to drink poison, by drinking poisoned wine at a feast without harm. 
This made St. John one of the patrons of wine and wine-making –  how 
very Episcopalian! 

This windmill 
presumably     
represents the 
Diocese of New 
York, previously 
known as New 
Amsterdam. 

Perhaps the first 
pre-digital smiley 
face emoji. Right 
here at Christ 
Church! 

And this guy; a Bernini 
connection perhaps?     
All are welcome at Christ 
Church! 

Let’s face it… 

One of the Boltons 
was clearly a       
thespian, as          
evidenced by the 
comedy and tragedy 
masks. 

 



 

 

I finished Barclay’s Luke and then picked up the next 

volume and the next and the next.  This series is the 

perfect set of training wheels for those who have heard 

scripture and bible stories and yet have pretty much 

no idea what they mean or are trying to teach us.  For 

me the most useful aspect of the Barclay    series was 

the context it provides, and the explanations of meta-

phors and symbolism.  It told me in simple terms why 

a gospel author used this wording or that particular 

example. The books also discussed who the likely  

authors were, what they were trying to 

teach and how they chose to focus on 

certain issues. I also learned how their 

culture and society shaped what they 

wrote.  These insights made scripture 

more real and relevant to me. 

Barclay’s Daily Bible Study gave me the 

confidence I needed to branch out to 

C.S. Lewis, Thomas Merton, Dietrich Bonhoeffer and 

on to the likes of Karin Armstrong and Reza Aslan.  A 

better grounding in what scripture means and tries to 

teach gave me the confidence I needed to discuss my 

own faith and belief, especially with those whose  

feelings run counter to mine.  Through my reading, I 

learned enough to realize that a lot of the people with 

the strongest opinions frequently don’t understand 

what they are talking about though I try to be gracious 

in pointing that out. 

So, fear not all who sometimes are clueless about 

what the church readings mean.  Ignorance is easy to 

fix and doing so will help you to engage more fully 

during services and grow your faith.  I recommend 

you start with Barclay’s. 

By Jeff Bodenmann 

For years, I was ignorant about much of the bible and 

holy scripture.  I had to struggle to keep the puzzled 

look off my face during the readings at church and 

practiced my knowing nod during sermons.  I had 

heard these readings and stories my whole life, but I 

didn’t really understand them.  Still, I didn’t see it as a 

real problem until it dawned on me that scripture is 

everywhere in western society -- whether we know it 

or not.  We can’t go a day without some 

song, quote, headline, movie, metaphor, 

joke, etc. making a reference to scrip-

ture.  It seemed like everyone was a lot 

more in-the-know than I was. 

A friend of mine used to say, “You can’t 

consider yourself an educated person 

without being familiar with the bible.”  

I considered myself educated but had 

to admit I was only mildly familiar with either testament.  

The prospect of fixing that seemed overwhelming. I 

felt like I’d missed my chance. Attempts to read the 

bible like a novel, start to finish, fell short.  I always 

seemed to stall out around Leviticus. Meanwhile,   

bible study intimidated me because of my lack of   

bible literacy. 

The big change for me came when I was given a thin 

paperback by William Barclay on Luke’s gospel. It was 

maybe 100 pages long,  not intimidating at all. I learned 

later that little book is part of a much larger, classic 

series on the New Testament called Daily Bible Study.  

It has 17 volumes. These little paperbacks have been 

treasured for decades around the world.  That may be 

glaringly obvious to some of you, but it was news to 

me. 

I Was a Bible Ignoramus 
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The heart of the discerning acquires knowledge, for the ears of the wise seek it out. 
           - Proverbs 18:15 



 

 

grace, Father Matt revealed that each plant was      

intended to go to the parishoner at the table who had 

been a member of the church the longest. The winners 

were: Alice K. Dean, Patricia DeBlasio, John Fox, Mildred 

Johnson, and Hildy Munch. Father Matt also thanked 

Marie Main for her special care of the RSVPs. 

Well in advance of the party, word had gone out that 

attendees were to wear hats, a requirement that 

yielded a marvelous variety of fetchingly festive     

creations worn by the ladies and one gentleman. 

 By Lily Solmssen Moureaux 
 
The third annual Summer Splash Senior Luncheon, 

held at the Shenorock Shore Club in Rye on Wednesday, 

June 13th, had its challenges. The first two years, the 

event took place under cloudless skies. This year, 

though the clouds hung low and some rain did fall, it 

failed to dampen in the least bit the spirit of the event, 

once again organized by Didi Hayduk.  

In a bow to Christ Church’s 175th Anniversary, Didi 

and Jeffrey Hoffman placed artfully potted Impatiens 

in the center of each of the five tables. Following the 
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Eternal God, we give you thanks for the  

graduates in our congregation, especially:  

Elementary School 

John McGrory  who  graduated from fifth grade 

at Siwanoy elementary school in Pelham and 

is going to middle school next year.   

Middle School 

Audrey Aslani-Far, Kathryn Alexander,     

Abbigail Douglass, Carter Hardwick,  

Braden Krumme, Mickaela Lavendero, 

Christinamarie Prime-Nelson, Henry White, 

William White, Violet Maisie, and Elizabeth 

Sanabria who have all completed eight Grade; 

High School 

Owen Anastas, Edward Groome, Robert 

Moderelli, Joshua Reuter, Aiden Sisk,      

Lang Sorice, Natalie Todaro, Pilar Vigil,    

and Abigail Young who have all graduated    

from high school;  

University 

Nathaniel Scinta who has graduated from 

Washington & Lee University, Isabella       

Arquilla Bricker: Franklin & Marshall      

College, Elizabeth Calder: Boston College,             

Zach Heese: the University of Virginia,      

Peter Kavanagh: the University of Richmond, 

Julia Kavanagh: Bates College, Jabea Kisob: 

Iona College, Megan Krause: Washington 

University, St. Louis, and for the children of 

Emily and Mark Mather, grandchildren of 

Emily Kane; Matthew, Elizabeth and Jennifer 

Mather, who graduated from Westchester 

Community College, College of Saint Rose, 

and LIU Post respectively;  

Margaret Jones Sullivan, granddaughter of 

Marge DeLillo  who received her masters  

degree in special education from George 

Mason University in September 2017. She 

also bought a house, got married and had a 

baby. Go, Maggie!  

Cyrus Kornfeld who has graduated and     

received his Juris Doctorate from New York 

University;  

The Reverend Deacon Michael Kurth who 

graduated from Yale Divinity School with a 

Masters in Divinity. 

Education for Ministry (EFM) 

Vicki Brundage Kish, Marc Paladino, and 

Miriam Satterwhite who have completed 

and graduated from the EFM course. 

We give you thanks for lively centers for 

sound learning, new discovery, and the     

pursuit of wisdom; grant that those who 

teach and those who learn may find you to 

be the source of all truth; and bless these 

graduates on the next stage of their journey; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
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Newcomer Profiles 

Two years after they moved to Pelham from Tampa, 

Florida, the Lawson family is still not wild about our 

winters, but they do like their new church. “Being 

part of a 175-year-old tradition here has been a   

wonderful experience,” said Richard Lawson.  “The 

warmth of the community has made this transition 

one of the better decisions our family has made.” 

He and his wife Robin have three children -- John (9), 

Adelaide and Sadie (both 7) -- all happily enrolled in 

Prospect Hill School. All three share a love of music, 

playing the trombone, violin and recorder, respectively. 

They also enjoy playing Minecraft, according to their 

father.  

Richard, who earned his law degree at Florida State 

Law School, practices law in Manhattan. Robin, who 

holds a master’s degree in 

social work from University 

of South Florida, will soon 

be starting a position at a 

local hospice. In their off 

hours together, the Lawsons 

love to “go swimming in the 

Catskills or walk through 

Central Park; in the winter we mainly wonder why we 

no longer live in Florida.” 

Richard is also a big fan of the Metropolitan Museum 

and it’s north-Manhattan outpost, the Cloisters in  

particular. He also enjoys serving on the church’s 

Adult Learning Committee, reading the papers and 

avoiding social media.  

The Lawson Family 

Annette Wiggins 

Annette is a cradle Episcopalian.  

She lives in the Bronx but grew up 

in Charleston, South Carolina. Her 

church home was St. Stephen’s  

Episcopal Church, in Charleston, 

where she was baptized and        

confirmed. Her higher education, 

on the other hand, came in the 

Bronx at Lehman College and at  

Bronx Community College. She works as an adminis-

trative assistant/receptionist .  

Her two children, 21-year-old Alexis, and 19-year-old 

Glenn II are both in college, at University of Hartford 

and Dutchess Community College, respectively. 

When Annette first came to Christ Church as a visitor 

two years ago, the warm welcome she got from  each 

parishioner she encountered encouraged her to keep 

coming back. Now, as a committed  parishioner, she 

says she enjoys the sermons, especially the way the 

elements of bible stories are broken down and made 

easier to fathom.  

Early on in her life at Christ Church, Annette ushered 

for a month. She is eager to do it again. It is a role she 

played at her previous church, Trinity in Mt. Vernon, 

which closed its doors  nearly two years ago. There 

she served not only as an usher, but also on the vestry, 

as vestry admin and ECW member and admin.  

Annette likes reading, going for walks and shopping. 

She also enjoys keeping in touch with friends and 

family on Facebook. 

 



 

 

Vestry Profiles 
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John Fox brings a wealth of  talent, 

intelligence, and business smarts to 

his position as a new member of 

the Christ Church vestry, serving a 

three-year term of service. 

Born and raised in Ithaca, he was a 

Methodist who converted to the Episcopalian faith in 

1978, the same year that he married Meredith, a 

Christ Church parishioner. They were married here 

at Christ Church by Father David Hoag. John’s son 

was raised and confirmed here, and he is now the 

parent of two sons himself. 

John’s business background in hotel management 

consulting, as well as his position as church Steward-

ship Chairman for many years, has given him a clear 

vision into the financial issues of our parish. “I see a 

vestry position as an oversight role of the various 

activities of the rector and the church’s various    

committees,” he says. “Our vestry does a good job of 

that, we don’t overrun anything, but we keep a good 

eye on things”. 

When asked what he’d most like to see accomplished 

Jeff believes parishioners are Christ Church’s most 

valuable resource and notes “We can celebrate the 

vast amount of talent we have. It’s a wonderful 

demonstration of health and vitality, in the number  

of people who want to be here and to contribute”.  

For Jeff, bringing the church to the people means 

more than simply keeping the doors open; it means 

to strengthen communication, increase outreach,     

engage in a more enthusiastic pledge drive and      

promote the church’s ministries.  

 

Jeff is committed to high level transparent, positive, 

faithful vestry service. He encourages all parishioners 

to attend the public vestry meetings to become active 

in the decision-making process of the vestry, particu-

larly those with young children so that the interests 

of our youth are represented. 

 

At a recent warden’s meeting, Bishop Dietsche asked: 

“When you look at the state of our parishes, do you 

despair?”  Jeff did not.  His response: “There’s a lot of 

good here”.  For Jeff, working with members of the 

congregation gives him a sense of substantial accom-

plishment.  His goal is to have every constituency of 

the church represented in the life of the parish. 

By Carla Carroll 
 

Christ Church has been Jeff  

Bodenmann’s parish home   

for 27 years.  He and his wife     

Allison raised their daughter, 

Grace, in the Christian faith 

here.  He has an exciting career 

in the advertising industry, en-

joys spending time with his family, pursuing his pho-

tography hobby, singing in the church choir (which 

he has done for   13 years), serving as a vestry mem-

ber (for over 10 years) and  of course, serving as an 

excellent turkey carver for  the annual Christ Church 

Thanksgiving dinner. 

 

In addition to all that, Jeff has decided to add one 

more item to his busy life: he has taken up the reins 

of senior warden for the second time. In his role as 

senior warden, he works closely with Father Matt 

and often acts as “a hotline” to him. He notes that 

senior wardens are often referred to as the “rector’s 

warden”.  Additionally, Jeff works closely with Junior 

Warden Carol Ipsen. 
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at the 8 a.m. services; he is a strong right-hand in    

assisting parish administrator Marie Main; he sits on 

the Buildings Committee and enjoys his work as a 

member of the Men’s Group, making up to 175 sand-

wiches each month to assist the local food bank.  

 

And his fondest memory of his church?  John laughs 

when he reminisces about his wedding. “My wife was 

45 minutes late to the ceremony – car trouble on the 

way from Manhattan.  It was something I’ll never forget, 

in the days before cell phones!” 

by this year’s vestry, John is confident in his answer. 

“I want to see the Capital Campaign at least finish the 

first phase, and we want to get started on the second 

phase”.  

“We need to help the physical church”, he continues. 

“It’s the outside envelope – first, the roof, for example. In 

a 175-year-old building, there’s always fires to put 

out, and a continuation of that is needed”. 

 

John’s time, now that he’s retired, is valued a great 

deal at Christ Church. He faithfully serves as an usher 

Etta Gumbs joins this year’s Vestry 

devoted to service;  brimming with 

warmth and  intelligence, she is ready 

to advocate for the women of the 

parish. 

Taking her seat on the vestry in   

February, Etta has faithfully served on the Outreach 

Committee, Flower Guild, acted as a liaison for the 

Women’s Connection, and is a deputy editor for this 

newsletter. She says that joining the vestry is the   

fulfillment of all that she’s been able to learn about 

Christ Church’s focus and mission. She aims to bring 

to the vestry a solid purview of what the individual 

committees do. 

But what does this litigator and corporate attorney–- 

a graduate of Fisk University and Georgetown Law 

School-- most want to accomplish during her vestry 

term? She wants a stronger presence and voice for 

her fellow female congregants. She wants to see the 

Women’s Connection become an active, strong organ-

ization. And she’d like to bring her sisters in Christ 

together in a stress-free zone in the church where 

each woman can bring her stories, her talents, and 

her gifts. “I’d initially like to see a series of meals     

together – maybe a potluck luncheon – which is easy 

for each of us to do and isn’t too much work. I want it 

to be fun, yet meaningful. Host a speaker on topics 

that interest us at each luncheon. Make it a place for 

free and open discussion.” 

She adds that “There’s so much wisdom here, and we 

really need to utilize that. It’s in our elders and our 

youth. I want to see that shared”. 

Etta is a lifelong Episcopalian and Mt. Vernon native. 

She was baptized at St. Martin’s in Manhattan, but 

was a parish child at Trinity Mt. Vernon. When Trinity 

closed, she visited a number of area parishes before 

deciding that she wanted her new spiritual home to 

be Christ Church, in 2017. She says it’s a bit unusual, 

but she attended a parish funeral at that time, and it’s 

now her favorite memory of this place where she’s 

now such a leading force. “It’s strange to say that a 

funeral is the one memory that you hold closest, but 

when I attended it, and I was brand-new to the church,  

I found so many people who were welcoming, gracious, 

loving, and kind”.  

Words that so easily describe Etta herself. 

 Almighty God, you proclaim your truth in every age by many voices: Direct, in our time, we pray, those who speak 

where many listen and write what many read; that they may do their part in making the heart of this people wise, 

its mind sound, and its will righteous; to the honor of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 

 

Christ Church Pelham 

Vacation Bible School 
August 21-23, 9:00am-12:00pm 

 
 

 

What will the Children Learn at VBS?  
• Children learn about Jesus Christ through a variety of 

age-appropriate and fun activities.  Each Bible Study 
will be discussed and linked to fun games, crafts, 
 and outdoor activities.   

 

Who/Grade Level:  
•  Campers: Preschool through fifth grade  
•  CITs: Middle School 
•  Counselors: High School 
 

Cost: 
Before June 1: 
•  $30 per child (for Campers as well as Counselors)  
•  Sibling discount $10 each additional child  
After June 1: 
•  $40 per child (for Campers as well as Counselors)  
•  Sibling discount $20 each additional child  

 

 
Our days will include… 

    

 Registration information on the next page! 

• Games on the Christ 
Church Field 

• Scavenger Hunt 
• Outdoor Water Play 

• Arts & Crafts 
• Pony rides 
• Family Celebration on 

Thursday 

• Daily Scripture Lessons 
• Healthy Snack Provided 
• Tie-Dyed T-Shirt Making 
• Singing 



 

 

Registration 
for Campers & Counselors 

   

 Names of Parents or Guardians:  ____________________________________ 

 

 Daytime Phone:   ____________________ Cell Phone: ____________________ 

 

 Email of Parent or Guardian:     ________________________________________ 

 

 Name of Child:______________________________________   Birth date:_____/____/____  

 Allergies or Medication or Food Restrictions?   □ Yes                Month/Day/Year 

        □ No 

 If “Yes”, please describe: _______________________________________________ 

 T-Shirt Size (for Tie-Dyed Shirt):  □ Small    □ Medium    □ Large    □ X-Large 

 

 Name of Child:______________________________________   Birth date:_____/____/____  

 Allergies or Medication or Food Restrictions?   □ Yes                Month/Day/Year 

       □ No 

 If “Yes”, please describe: _______________________________________________ 

 T-Shirt Size (for Tie-Dyed Shirt):  □ Small    □ Medium    □ Large    □ X-Large 

 

 Name of Child:______________________________________   Birth date:_____/____/____  

 Allergies or Medication or Food Restrictions?   □ Yes                Month/Day/Year 

        □ No 

 If “Yes”, please describe: _______________________________________________ 

 T-Shirt Size (for Tie-Dyed Shirt):  □ Small    □ Medium    □ Large    □ X-Large 

 

 Other Information: (please write below if there is other information we should know) 

 

 

 Registration Paid: ($30 first child / $10 each additional child) □ Yes   □ No 
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By Etta Gumbs 
 

On April 28th, the 175th anniversary of the laying of 

the church’s cornerstone, approximately 70 members 

of the congregation participated in the Church’s    

Progressive Dinner.   

The dinner was co-chaired and beautifully organized 

by Cherrie Greenhalgh and Barbara Zambelli. The 

evening started with a cocktail party at the home of 

Cherrie Greenhalgh, giving everyone time to catch up 

with old friends and make new ones.  Before long it 

was time for the diners to draw scrolls identifying the 

name and location of their dinner hosts.  After drawing 

names, everyone progressed to their dinner locations.   

Each dinner party, by all accounts, was a great success.  

Everyone raved about their wonderful hosts and the 

enjoyable time spent with each other.  

After dinner, everyone gathered for a lovely dessert 

buffet at the Allen’s home.  During dessert, a spontaneous 

“Happy Birthday” was sung to Jeanette Jones and 

Marge DeLillo.  

 The evening ended as it began, with old and new 

friends sharing stories, laughing and talking.  A special 

thanks for creating such a memorable evening is    

extended to the organizers and the seven hosts who 

graciously opened their homes: Cherrie Greenhalgh, 

the Allens, Bodenmanns, Ipsens, Leckies, Micciches, 

Scintas and Youngs and to caterer John Byrne of   

Scarborough Fair.   

 

175th Anniversary Progressive Dinner 
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Around the Parish 

 Walter changing a 
light bulb 



 

 

New Faces in the Pulpit 

General Theological Seminary in Manhattan. For 20 

years he also helped train clergy in South Africa on 

HIV/AIDS education. 

Father Doubleday is a graduate of Amherst College 

and of the Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge, 

Massachusetts. His first assignment came in 1979 

when he became the Curate at St. James Church in 

Great Barrington, Massachusetts. Later he served as 

chaplain at everything from a nursing home in the 

Bronx, to St. Luke’s-Roosevelt Hospital in Manhattan. 

He comes to us from Saint Mark’s Church in Mount 

By Erik Ipsen 

If ministers with diverse interests make for good  

sermonizers, odds are that we’ve got a real treat in 

store for us beginning on July 8th and then again on 

August 5th, 12th and 26th. On those days Father Bill 

Doubleday will step into the pulpit. What he’ll talk 

about is anyone’s guess. But we do know he loves to 

read presidential biographies and British mysteries; 

that he prefers not to miss Jeopardy or leave a Sudoku 

puzzle undone. And then there are his 40 years as a 

priest, half of which he has spent teaching at the  
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Parish Picnic 
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is on vacation with his family and later, while he’s on 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, will be Rev. Canon Susan 

Harris, Rector Emeritus of Christ’s Church in Rye. 

She will take to the pulpit on July 22nd and 29th,  

before returning in the autumn as our Senior Priest 

Associate as was announced on May 30th. 

Kisco, New York, where he signed on as Priest in 

Charge in 2012 and retired earlier this year follow-

ing three years as its Rector. Over the years he has 

preached and published on subjects ranging from 

congregational development and the intersection of 

the church and contemporary society, to the church’s 

healing ministries and the global HIV/AIDS epidemic. 

- Also filling in for Father Matt this summer while he 

 

Francis Joseph Murray "Frank" of City Island passed away at his home on March 28th, 

2018. He was 75 years old.  
 
Frank was born in Manhattan to James Murray and Katheleen Thornbury. He attended     

Cardinal Farley Military Academy and graduated in the class of 1960. Frank continued his 

education at Iona College where he studied to be an accountant. He graduated in 1965 with  

a degree and later became a CPA. 
 
Frank spent most of his life in City Island. After a life long career in finance he retired and became a consultant. 

He had a passion for politics , theology and was very active in the community. He enjoyed cruising on his motor 

cycle, traveling with his family, sailing and fishing with his friends. Frank was an active member of the Morris 

Yacht Club, and was also a member of The American Legion Club in City Island. 
 
Frank is survived by his wife Maria of 15 years, his children David Murray (Jo-Ellen), Tanya Newnam 

(Benjamin ) and Pamela Murray. He is also survived by his step-daughters, Stephanie and Aimee C. Zambrana; 

his grand-daughters: Isabeau, Olivia, Jordan and Lara; his oldest brother Gerald Murray as well as his brother 

and sister in law, Agnes and Jose R. Izquierdo. He is predeceased by his brother Donald Murray. He will be 

missed by everyone he knew. 

Dr. V. Elizabeth Bolton, February 7, 1947— April 1, 2018.  Interred in the Garden of Resurrection on June 10, 
2018 
 
Maloke Obase Viola Efimba,  April 19, 1968— May 18, 2008.  Memorial Service held on June 2, 2018 
 
Leontine Jane Hart, May 4, 1919,— January 23, 2018.  Interred in the Garden of Resurrection on June 2, 2018 

In Memor iam 
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed,            

through the mercy of God, rest in eternal peace. 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 10 a.m. Morning 

Prayer 10:15 a.m. 

Bible Study 

22 23 

24 Nativity of St John 

the Baptist                   
8 a.m. Said Eucharist    

10 a.m. Sung Eucharist 

25 10 a.m. Morning 

Prayer 

26 10 a.m. Morning 

Prayer 

27 10 a.m. Morning 

Prayer 

28 10 a.m. Morning 

Prayer 10:15 a.m. 

Bible Study 

29 30 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  8 a.m. Said Eucharist  

9 a.m. Men's’ group 

meeting   10 a.m. Sung 

Eucharist · Baptism 

2 3 10 a.m. Morning 

Prayer  
4       

Independence 
Day 

5 9 a.m. BBLP* at 

Trinity St. Paul's                

10a.m. Bible Study 

6 7 

8   8 a.m. Said Eucharist  

10a.m. Sung Eucharist 

Prayers after services  

9 10 10 a.m. Morning 

Prayer  
11 12 10a.m. Bible Study 13 14 

15                                

8 a.m. Said Eucharist  

10a.m. Sung Eucharist  

16 17 10 a.m. Morning 

Prayer  
18 19 10a.m. Bible Study 20 21 

22   Mary Magdalene                                  

8 a.m. Said Eucharist  

10a.m. Sung Eucharist  

23 24 10 a.m. Morning 

Prayer  
25 26 10a.m. Bible Study 27 28 

29                                                
8 a.m. Said Eucharist  

10a.m. Sung Eucharist  

30 31 10 a.m. Morning 

Prayer  
   * BBLP = Brown Bag 

Lunch Program 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 6:30 p.m. Men's 

Group Sandwich 

Making for BBLP 

2 9 a.m. BBLP at 

Trinity St. Paul’s 

10a.m. Bible Study 

3 4 

5   8 a.m. Said Eucharist  

9 a.m. Men's’ group 
meeting                       

10 a.m. Sung Eucharist  

6 Feast of the 

Transfiguration 

7 10 a.m. Morning 

Prayer  
8 9 10a.m. Bible Study 10 11 

12                            
8 a.m. Said Eucharist   
8:45 a.m. Prayers for 

Healing                    

10a.m. Sung Eucharist  

11 a.m. Prayers for 

Healing 

13 14 10 a.m. Morning 

Prayer  

15 Feast of St. 

Mary the Virgin 

16 10a.m. Bible Study 17                         18 

19                                
8 a.m. Said Eucharist  

10a.m. Sung Eucharist  

                                  21                       

Pilgrimage            

9 a.m. Vacation Bible 

School                    
10 a.m. Morning 

Prayer  

22                                 

Pilgrimage            

9 a.m. Vacation Bible 

School    

23                                 

Pilgrimage            

9 a.m. Vacation Bible 

School                           

10a.m. Bible Study 

24 St. Bartholomew                                    

Pilgrimage             

25                                 

Pilgrimage            

9 a.m. Vacation Bible 

School    

26                                

Pilgrimage                                 
8 a.m. Said Eucharist  

10a.m. Sung Eucharist  

27                                  

Pilgrimage  

28                                   

Pilgrimage                 
10 a.m. Morning 

Prayer  

29                                   

Pilgrimage  

30                              

Pilgrimage                     

10a.m. Bible Study 

31                                        

Pilgrimage  

* BBLP = Brown Bag 

Lunch Program 

20 
Pilgrimage to 

Holy   Land 
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1415 Pelhamdale Avenue, Pelham, NY 10803 
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