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My Dear Friends: 

Lent is a time for reflection, re-imagining, refreshment and renewal.  

I encourage you to take time during this Holy Season, praying through and giving intentional thought to 
the following four aspects of Mission: 

                                            The Mission of Listening 
                                            The Mission of Hospitality 
                                            The Mission of Bearing 
                                            The Mission of Proclaiming 

I invite you to dig a little deeper, allowing the scriptures to inform our understanding of this mission, in 
our call to grow in faith and grace. 
 
Listening 
John 10:27-28  
27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they 
shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 

• Ours is a call to listen to the voice of Jesus, through worship, study and prayer 
• It is indeed a call to listen to the other, as we endeavor to be the leaven of the community 
• Furthermore, a call to listen to the scriptures, through worship and study; open to the voice of the 

Holy One 

Hospitality 
Luke 9:16-17  

16 Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke them. 
Then he gave them to the disciples to distribute to the people. 17 They all ate and were satisfied, and the 
disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 

• We are a wonderful faith community, with a big heart 
• Over many years, we have accomplished much, offering our five loaves and two fish 
• We can accomplish much more, as we reach out and continue to work toward a radical hospitality 

and welcome of all God’s people to Christ Church 
• When there is left over, and there will be, we are encouraged to give it away, serving the least of 

our sisters and brothers in our midst 

Bearing 
Galatians 6:2 ~ New International Version  

2 Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 

• I believe that we are called to be a community of persons who are always on the “look out,” 
especially for those in our midst, and beyond 

• Write the note … send the card … make the phone call … send some flowers 
• Pray without ceasing for all! 



Proclaiming 
Matthew 28:19-20 ~ New International Version  

19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely 
I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

• This is the great commission, with an incredible promise…. “And surely I am with you always, 
to the very end of the age.”  

• This also implies intention on our part to invite others into the fold 
• It implies that while extending invitation, we also gently nurture any newcomers in our midst 
• This commission calls for fearless dedication and offering of our time and gifts, with the 

knowledge that no matter what, God in Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit is with us 
always 

May this Lent be a time of spiritual renewal, rest and refreshment for you! 

Lenten Blessings of Peace! 

 

Fr. Alan Dennis 

 

 


