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This narrative is taken from all four Gospel accounts of Jesus’ Passion (NRSV).   

Officiant        In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
People Amen. 
 
Officiant Let us pray together. 
All  Our Father, 
   who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 

 
Officiant Let us pray. 

Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that 
we may enter with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, 
whereby you have given us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  

People Amen. 
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Reader When it was evening, Jesus took his place with 

the twelve and said to them, “I have eagerly 
desired to eat this Passover with you before I 
suffer; for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is 
fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”   

 
During supper Jesus got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and 
tied a towel around himself. He poured water into a basin and began to 
wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied 
around him. After he had washed their feet, he put on his robe, 
returned to the table, and said to them, “Do you know what I have 
done to you? I have set you an example, that you also should do as I 
have done to you. I give you a new commandment, that you love one 
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By 
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 
one another.” 
 
While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it 
he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my 
body.” Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; for this is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I 
will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I 
drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”  
 
After supper they sang a hymn and went out to the Mount of Olives.  
Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters; for it is written, 
‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’ But after I 
am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” Peter said to him, “Even 
though all become deserters, I will not.” Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell 
you, this day, this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me 
three times.” But Peter said vehemently, “Even though I must die with 
you, I will not deny you.” And all of them said the same. 
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Jesus went with his disciples across the Kidron valley to a place where 
there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. The place was 
called Gethsemane.  Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, 
because Jesus often met there with his disciples.  
 
Jesus said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray. Pray that you may not 
come into the time of trial.” Then he withdrew from them about a 
stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, “Father, if you are willing, 
remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.” Then an 
angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him strength. In his 
anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat became like great 
drops of blood falling down on the ground. When he got up from 
prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping because of 
grief, and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray 
that you may not come into the time of trial.” 
 
While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him 
was a large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the 
elders of the people. They came there with lanterns and torches and 
weapons. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I 
will kiss is the man; arrest him.” At once he came up to Jesus and said, 
“Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. Jesus said to him, “Judas, is it with 
a kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?” When those who were 
around him saw what was coming, they asked, “Lord, should we strike 
with the sword?” Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck 
the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear. The slave’s name was 
Malchus. Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back into its sheath. Am 
I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?” And he touched 
his ear and healed him. Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers 
of the temple police, and the elders who had come for him, “Have you 
come out with swords and clubs as if I were a bandit? When I was with 
you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this 
is your hour, and the power of darkness! All this has taken place, so 
that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.” Then they came 
and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. Then all the disciples 
deserted him and fled. A certain young man was following him, 
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wearing nothing but a linen cloth. They caught hold of him, but he left 
the linen cloth and ran off naked. 
 

Officiant Let us pray. 
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son came not to be served but to 
serve: Bless all who, following in his steps, give themselves to the 
service of others; that with wisdom, patience, and courage, they may 
minister in his Name to the suffering, the friendless, and the needy; for 
the love of him who laid down his life for us, your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ. 

People Amen. 

Reader They led Jesus into the high priest’s house. Peter 
followed him at a distance, right into the 
courtyard of the high priest; and he was sitting 
with the guards, warming himself at the fire.  

 
The chief priests and the whole council were 
looking for testimony against Jesus to put him to 
death; but they found none. For many gave false testimony against 
him, and their testimony did not agree. Then the high priest stood up 
before them and asked Jesus, “What is it that they testify against you?” 
But he was silent and did not answer. Again the high priest asked him, 
“Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” Jesus said, “I am; 
and ‘you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power,’ 
and ‘coming with the clouds of heaven.’” Then the high priest tore his 
clothes and said, “Why do we still need witnesses? You have heard his 
blasphemy! What is your decision?” All of them condemned him as 
deserving death. Some began to spit on him, to blindfold him, and to 
strike him, saying to him, “Prophesy!” The guards also took him over 
and beat him. 
 
Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him 
and said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” But he denied it 
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before all of them, saying, “I do not know what you are talking about.” 
When he went out to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she 
said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” Again 
he denied it with an oath, “I do not know the man.” After a little while 
the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you are also one 
of them, for your accent betrays you.” Then he began to curse, and he 
swore an oath, “I do not know the man!” At that moment the cock 
crowed. Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: “Before the cock 
crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept 
bitterly. 
 
When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people 
conferred together against Jesus in order to bring about his death. They 
bound him, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate the governor. 
 
Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, 
“Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on 
your own, or did others tell you about me?” Pilate replied, “Your own 
nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have 
you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my 
kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not 
from here.” Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, 
“You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into 
the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth 
listens to my voice.” Pilate asked him, “What is truth?”  
 
After he had said this, he went out to the chief priests and the crowds 
and told them, “I find no basis for an accusation against this man.” But 
they were insistent and said, “He stirs up the people by teaching 
throughout all Judea, from Galilee where he began even to this place.” 
When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. And 
when he learned that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him 
off to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at that time. Herod 
questioned him at some length, but Jesus gave him no answer. The 
chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. Herod 



- 6 - 

 

with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him; then sent 
him back to Pilate.  
 
Now at the festival Pilate used to release a prisoner for them, anyone 
for whom they asked. Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with 
the rebels who had committed murder during the insurrection. So the 
crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his 
custom. Then he answered them, “Do you want me to release for you 
the King of the Jews?” But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to 
have him release Barabbas for them instead. Pilate spoke to them 
again, “Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the 
King of the Jews?” They shouted back, “Crucify him!” Pilate asked 
them, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, 
“Crucify him!” So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released 
Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be 
crucified. 
 

Officiant Let us pray. 
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he 
suffered pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: 
Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it 
none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ your 
Son our Lord.  

People Amen. 

Reader The soldiers led Jesus into the courtyard of the 
palace and called together the whole cohort. And 
they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after 
twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on 
him. And they began saluting him, “Hail, King of 
the Jews!” They struck his head with a reed, spat 
upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. After mocking him, they 
stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then 



- 7 - 

 

they led him out to crucify him. Two others also, who were criminals, 
were led away to be put to death with him.   

 
Officiant Let us pray. 

Almighty God, whose beloved Son willingly endured the agony and 
shame of the cross for our redemption: Give us courage to take up our 
cross and follow him; who lives and reigns for ever and ever.   

People Amen. 

Reader They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in 
from the country, to carry his cross; it was Simon 
of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. A 
great number of the people followed him, and 
among them were women who were beating their 
breasts and wailing for him. But Jesus turned to 
them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not 
weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for 
your children. For the days are surely coming when they will say, 
‘Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts 
that never nursed.’ Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall 
on us’; and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ For if they do this when the wood is 
green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 Teach your Church, O Lord, to mourn the sins of which it is guilty, 

and to repent and forsake them; that, by your pardoning grace, the 
results of our iniquities may not be visited upon our children and our 
children’s children; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

People Amen. 
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Reader When they came to the place that is called The 
Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha.  they 
crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his 
right and one on his left, with Jesus between 
them.  

 
Pilate had an inscription written and put on the 
cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Many read 
this inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near 
the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the 
chief priests said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, 
‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’” Pilate answered, “What I have 
written I have written.” 

 
When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and 
divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his 
tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So 
they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see 
who will get it.” This was to fulfill what the scripture says, “They 
divided my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they cast 
lots.” And that is what the soldiers did. It was nine o’clock in the 
morning when they crucified him. 
 

Officiant Let us pray. 
Lord God, whose blessed Son our Savior gave his body to be whipped 
and his face to be spit upon: Give us grace to accept joyfully the 
sufferings of the present time, confident of the glory that shall be 
revealed; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

People Amen. 
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Reader Those who passed by derided him, shaking their 
heads and saying, “You who would destroy the 
temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If 
you are the Son of God, come down from the 
cross.” In the same way the chief priests also, 
along with the scribes and elders, were mocking 
him, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save 
himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross 
now, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him 
now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’”  
 
One of the criminals who were hanged there also derided him and 
saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other 
rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the 
same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been 
condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, 
but this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, 
remember me when you come into[k] your kingdom.” He replied, 
“Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 
 
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his 
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When 
Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside 
her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” Then he said to 
the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple 
took her into his own home. 
 

Officiant Let us pray. 
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard 
wood of the cross that everyone might come within the reach of your 
saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our 
hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge 
and love of you; for the honor of your Name.   

People Amen. 
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Reader It was now about noon, and darkness came over 
the whole land until three in the afternoon, while 
the sun’s light failed.  And about three o’clock 
Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema 
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?” When some of the 
bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling 
for Elijah.” After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he 
said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” A jar full of sour 
wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a 
branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received 
the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, 
said, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” Having said this, 
he breathed his last. Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

 
At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to 
bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also 
were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were 
raised. After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered 
the holy city and appeared to many. Now when the centurion and 
those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the 
earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly 
this man was God’s Son!” 
 
And when all the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw 
what had taken place, they returned home, beating their breasts. But all 
his acquaintances, including the women who had followed him from 
Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.  Many women were 
there; they had followed Jesus from Galilee and had provided for him. 
Among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James 
and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.   
 

Officiant Let us pray. 
O God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the 
death of the cross, and by his glorious resurrection delivered us from 
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the power of our enemy: Grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may 
evermore live with him in the joy of his resurrection; who lives and 
reigns now and for ever.   

People Amen. 

Reader Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did 
not want the bodies left on the cross during the 
sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day 
of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have 
the legs of the crucified men broken and the 
bodies removed. Then the soldiers came and 
broke the legs of the first and of the other who had been crucified with 
him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, 
they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side 
with a spear, and at once blood and water came out. (He who saw this 
has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he 
knows that he tells the truth.) These things occurred so that the 
scripture might be fulfilled, “None of his bones shall be broken.” And 
again another passage of scripture says, “They will look on the one 
whom they have pierced.” 

 
Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, who, though 
a member of the council, had not agreed to their plan and action. He a 
was rich man from the Jewish town of Arimathea, he was waiting 
expectantly for the kingdom of God, and he was also a disciple of 
Jesus. When it was evening, he asked Pilate to let him take away the 
body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and removed his 
body. Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, 
bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred 
pounds. They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in 
linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews. Now there was 
a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden there 
was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. And so, because it 
was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid 
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Jesus there. Joseph rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and 
went away.  
 
The women who had come with him from Galilee followed, and they 
saw the tomb and how his body was laid. Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb. Then they returned, 
and prepared spices and ointments. On the sabbath they rested 
according to the commandment. 
 
The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and 
the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said, “Sir, we remember what 
that impostor said while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise 
again.’ Therefore command the tomb to be made secure until the third 
day; otherwise his disciples may go and steal him away, and tell the 
people, ‘He has been raised from the dead,’ and the last deception 
would be worse than the first.” Pilate said to them, “You have a guard 
of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can.” So they went with the 
guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone. 
  

Officiant Let us pray. 
O God, your blessed Son was laid in a tomb in a garden, and rested on 
the Sabbath day: Grant that we who have been buried with him in the 
waters of baptism may find our perfect rest in his eternal and glorious 
kingdom; where he lives and reigns for ever and ever.   

People Amen. 

Officiant To Christ our Lord who loves us, and washed us in his own blood, and 
made us a kingdom of priests to serve his God and Father, to him be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever.   

People Amen. 
 
  


