
   

 

Teacher Name Jumble  

Clue Answers Jumble  

1.Can teach when 
she doesn't have 
an open house 

S R I C H E E   Ms. 

2. Parent of 
Tiffany 

S A A R M B A H S Ms. 

3. Professional 
Teacher during 
the week 

N P E A      Ms. 

4. Teaches and 
sings in the choir 

A H C S E     Mr. 

5. Teaching pre-k/k 
for the 4th year 

F H O R F E    Ms. 

6. Parent of Audrey 
and Amelia 

E R Y B O N    Ms. 

7. Senior at 
PMHS 

L S N O I C H   Ms. 

8. Teaching 
church school 
for 22nd year 

F N O L D R K E  Ms. 

9. Senior at 
PMHS 

N E L A L     Mr. 

Joy and hope are the words that come to mind as we begin a new year of Sunday School. 

*ÏÙ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÂÌÅÓÓÅÄ ÔÏ ×ÏÒË ×ÉÔÈ ÏÕÒ ÐÁÒÉÓÈȭÓ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÈÏÐÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÏÍÅ 

away with a greater understanding of Jesus and of the Episcopal tradition.  More importantly, 

we try to demonstrate the faith in a meaningful way so that the children have a foundation for 

their future.   

Each Sunday we teach children ranging in age from Pre-k through 7th graders. We 

started with a group prayer and then broke into classes lead by Eileen Peluso-Hoffer, 

-ÁÄÄÉÅ .ÉÃÈÏÌÓȟ *ÕÌÉÅ 0ÅÎÁȟ *ÅÓÓÉÃÁ !ÂÒÁÍÓȟ 0ÁÔ /ȭ"ÙÒÎÅȟ #ÕÒÔÉÓ #ÈÁÓÅ ÁÎÄ *ÁÎÅÔ Kornfeld.  In church school, we create 

an environment where children can explore our faith, hear the lessons, ask questions and find ways to apply what they 

have learned to their lives and to the world in which we live today.  With one exception, we are not teachers and 

none of us would claim to be a theologian, but each of us brings a passion to touching 

the lives of the children of our parish. If you have questions, please reach out to any of 

the teachers, or Marcie Wiehagen, the director. 

For something a little different, we crafted two puzzles that will tell you more about 

Sunday School and a little something more about our teachers.  Have your child try the 

crossword and the word jumble and bring it in next Sunday for a prize. 
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Soundings  
The Newsletter of Christ Church 

1A  The sound we make when having fun  

1D  When we acquire new knowledge 

2A  The father of Jesus 

2D  We hear this as we process into church  

3A  The son of God  

3D  One of the ways Jesus taught was to tell parables and we call 
them ____________ 

4A  The third member of the Trinity 

4D  The bible is made up of these  

Crossword Puzzle 
                      5     6 

              4               

    2     3                   

1                     5       

                              

                              

                      6       

        3 
  

                    

                              

                              

2                             

5A  What we feel when we like someone very much  

5D  The Old Testament together with the New Testament is commonly called this  

6A  We love our _____________________ 

6D  Who attends Sunday school  



2  

Soundings  is published by the Parishioners of Christ Church to 

teach, provide information, promote events and parish life, pass 

down the history of the church, and engage us in the life of the 

community. 

Photos by  Lily Solmssen Moureaux ©2016 
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Putting this newsletter together is a rewarding experience 

because the process provides excellent opportunities for us 

to interact with fellow parishioners as we discuss issues 

which concern and interest all of us. We learn many 

unexpected things through interviews and  conversations 

which are then shared here. 

We would like to thank our church community for the 

contributions to this Newsletter without which it would not 

exist.  We also thank everyone for taking the time to read 

our modest publication. Hopefully we will continue to 

engage your interest. 

 

Missy Kisob, editor kisob@msn.com 

Michael Fawcett, deputy editor, mwfawcett12@gmail.com 

Erik Ipsen, deputy editor, erikipsen@me.com 

Barbara Nelson, deputy editor, nelsb294@gmail.com            
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 Preaching in an Election Year  

  

 

 

 

 

 

With the heat generated by this 

ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÉÁÌ campaigns 

seemingly at record highs, and 

ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÎÄÉÄÁÔÅÓȭ 

positions growing by the hour, 

Soundings sat down with Father 

Matt in mid-September to talk 

about the impact of all this on 

his role as a preacher. 

For openers, Matt stressed his 

clear vision of the parameters 

of his responsibilities and the  

dangers of straying beyond 

them.  

 Ȱ4ÈÅ ÊÏÂ ÏÆ Á ÐÒÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÉÓ 

to inspire and encourage people 

to live out the gospel in their 

lives, not to tell them how to 

think or vote. Some people like 

political sermons, but on Sunday 

ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÄÏÎȭÔ 

come to church to be told what 

ÔÏ ÄÏȟ ÏÒ ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÖÏÔÅȢȱ 

 Important issues should 

be addressed from the pulpit, 

he believes, but even there care 

must be exercised.  In church he 

points out he has a captive audience, 

one that is very different from 

people crowding in for a political 

speech. There, the audience can 

boo or applaud as they see fit. 

But for those sitting in the pews 

on Sundays, the only way for 

them to express themselves is 

by standing up and walking out, 

which is a big step.  

          Nonetheless, Matt confesses 

that he has not seen the country 

so divided since the run-up to 

the invasion of Iraq in 2003 back 

when he was still in seminary. 

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÒÈÅÔÏÒÉÃ ÉÓ Á×ÆÕÌ right now. 

It is not just the candidates; it is 

the way people strike out 

against the other side so harshly 

that they refuse to see any good 

ÁÔ ÁÌÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÏÐÐÏÎÅÎÔÓȢȱ  

 Tellingly, Matt predicts 

ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÉÓÈȭÓ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÓÔ ÎÅÅÄ 

for counsel will likely come in 

the days and weeks following 

the election. He points to a recent 

poll that found that  81% of Americans 

say they will be seriously 

dismayed if their presidential 

ÃÁÎÄÉÄÁÔÅȭÓ ÒÉÖÁÌ wins.  

 For Matt it all comes back 

ÔÏ *ÅÓÕÓȭ 3ÕÍÍÁÒÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,Á×Ȣ 

ȰSome things should be completely 

self-evident; we know to love 

your neighbor as yourself, how 

to treat people who look different 

from us, and how to welcome 

refugees. All this is crystal clear in 

scripture.  In the Bible there are 

a number of themes, but loving 

everyone right up to and including 

ÙÏÕÒ ÅÎÅÍÉÅÓ  ÉÓ ËÅÙȢȱ (Å ÁÌÓÏ 

notes that lesson is every bit as 

difficult  to swallow today as it 

was in biblical times.  

 The real challenge the 

preacher has in times like this, he 

ÓÁÙÓȟ ÉÓ ȰȣÎÏÔ ÔÏ ÅØÁÃÅÒÂÁÔÅ       

divisions between people, but to 

proclaim the love of God and to 

ÌÏÖÅ ÏÕÒ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÓ ÁÓ ÏÕÒÓÅÌÖÅÓȢȱ 
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Over the summer a number of    
projects moved ahead smartly in the 
hands of Parish Property Management, 
the firm we hired in the spring to 
inspect and manage buildings and 
grounds, do minor building repairs, 
and help set project priorities. Here 
are some recent highlights: 

00-ȭÓ &ÒÉÄÁÙÓ-only handyman took 
advantage of the quiet summer 
weeks and tackled long-overdue 
projects including painting much of 
the Church School/Montessori area 
ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÒÉÓÈ !ÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÏÒȭÓ    
office. 

In June, PPM brought in a roofing 
company to replace missing and 

damaged slates atop the church and 
parish hall. Nearly 100 slates were 
replaced, but we were able to save 
money by using 40 left over from 
previous projects. 

¶ After the church air conditioner 
balked in the early July heat, 
PPM quickly had it fixed. 

¶ Reasonably handsome black 
cyclone fencing was installed 
around the small drainage field 
by the playground. In rainy periods, 
an exterminator will treat any 
standing water there to keep 
mosquitoes at bay. 

¶ The Grounds Committee is looking 
into the cost of cleaning up the 

area around the playground, 
and replacing its border of        
deteriorating railroad ties. 

¶ PPM is looking into the cost of 
repairing the dumb waiter linking 
the parish hall to the undercroft. 

¶ As of September, the garbage 
and recycling-storage area has 
been moved from its long-time 
spot in the undercroft to the 
small vacant building on Shore 
Road. The hope is that the move 
will alleviate occasional odors 
and pests in the main church 
buildings . 

         Kari Black 

Buffing up Our Buildings  

Michael Kurth Takes Uncommon Course  

 In his Yale School of Divinity 

class of 150 students, Michael 

Kurth ranks as something of 

ÁÎ ÏÄÄÉÔÙȢ )ÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÈÅ 

hails from the first planned 

suburb west of the Mississippi 

River (Kirkwood, MO; founded 

1853), or because of his passion for Simon and 

Garfunkel and J.S. "ÁÃÈȢ )ÔȭÓ ÈÉÓ ÁÃÁÄÅÍÉÃ ÂÁÃËÇÒÏÕÎÄȢ 

At the University of Indiana he majored in sports 

marketing and management, and aspired to a career 

ÃÕÔÔÉÎÇ ÄÅÁÌÓ ÉÎ ×ÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÃÁÌÌÓ ÔÈÅ ȰÈÉÇÈ-flying world 

ÏÆ ÓÐÏÒÔÓ ÅÎÔÅÒÔÁÉÎÍÅÎÔȢȱ 

 But late in his college years, Michael says 

he ÂÅÇÁÎ ȰȣÌÉÓÔÅÎÉÎÇ to what God was telling me 

about where my  talents were. I love being with 

ÁÎÄ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢȱ As the great, great grandson 

of a 19th century missionary bishop in Kyoto, 

Japan; not to mention as a long-time chorister 

(along with his two siblings) in his hometown 

church,  Michael felt drawn to parish life and to 

the mix of people-centered responsibilities borne 

by priests.   

 He confesses his unusual background makes him a 

bit quieter in class than peers better versed in theology 

and ecclesiastical subjects, still he reckons that his skills 

ÉÎ ÍÁÒËÅÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ȰÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÐÕÔ ÔÏ ÇÏÏÄ ÕÓÅ ÁÓ 

Á ÐÁÒÉÓÈ ÁÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÏÒȢȱ !ÎÄ ÓÏÍÅ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÎÏÔÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÎ 

even earthier resume has not hurt the career of Justin 

Welby, a former oil industry executive and current 

Archbishop of Canterbury. 

 After college, Michael worked with Episcopal 

Service Corps in Washington for a year and then moved to 

New York. There he worked for four years with Covenant 

House, a provider of housing and services to homeless 

youths that works with the Catholic Church. 

 At Yale, Michael is one of 30 Episcopalians in his 

class preparing for ordination to the priesthood, and one 

ÏÆ ÊÕÓÔ ÔÅÎ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ )ÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅ ÏÆ 3ÁÃÒÅÄ -ÕÓÉÃȢ Ȱ)ȭÍ 

Á ÂÉÇ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÌÏÖÅÒȟȱ ÈÅ ÁÄÍÉÔÓȢ "ÕÔ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ 

ÔÈÉÎÇ ÈÅȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÌÉÓÔÅÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÏÎ ÈÉÓ ÃÁÒ ÒÁÄÉÏ ÁÓ Á ÔÈÒÅÅ-time a 

week commuter to Pelham; he also listens to lectures he 

records in class.  As our seminarian intern, Michael will 

deliver one sermon a month, and help with the adult 

learning, the confirmation class and youth activities.  
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Oktoberfest  Prep Work:  The Sausage Making  

My most visible role is in the 

procession that opens each service.  

As I proceed up the aisle with the 

cross, which I have done here at 

Christ Church for 13 years now, 

much goes through my head. It is 

very humbling. Services can get 

complex, but I am comfortable with 

that. I have a pretty technical 

background. I was a mainframe 

resource manager and production 

control analyst for many years at 

IBM, and Deutsche Bank. I have 

taken many of the lessons I learned there 

and applied them here. I strongly  

believe planning and preparation 

are critical to achieve the best     

outcome.   

 I am a lifelong Episcopalian. 

At Trinity Episcopal, in Mount 

Vernon where I grew up, I served as 

an acolyte and choir member. Since 

coming to Pelham, I have completed 

a four year course in Education for 

Ministry. As part of my ongoing 

learning, each year I attend the 

Vergers Guild Conference. This year 

it took place at the Cathedral in  Spokane, 

Washington in late September.  

**********  

Fresh faces: This fall we welcome 

three new faces to the front of the 

church: acolyte Aedan Pearl,  Eucharistic 

minister Sandra Rivera, and lector,     

Aurelia Rivera. All will serve at the 

10 a.m. service.   

7ÈÁÔȭÓ Á ÖÅÒÇÅÒ ÁÎÙ×ÁÙȩ /ÆÆÉÃÉÁÌÌÙȟ 

×Å ȰÃÌÅÁÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ #ÒÏÓÓȱȢ )Î 

the Early Church the procession often 

moved through crowds of people and 

animals, and the verger made a pathway 

through them all with his virge (mace or 

"Staff of Office"). These days, that 

part of the job is much easier.  

Hello, I am Walter 

Roberts, the 

Verger of the   

Parish of Christ 

the Redeemer. 

Many people see me on Sundays 

ÄÒÅÓÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÍÙ ÃÁÓÓÏÃË ÂÕÔ ÄÏÎȭÔ 

know exactly what I do. So, let 

me tell you.  

I am a layperson appointed 

by the rector to perform a 

variety of roles that fall under 

the heading of a ministry of 

service and welcome. On Sundays, 

for example, I prepare the church 

for worship, tending to everything 

from heat to candles. During services I 

must think a few minutes ahead to 

make sure that everything that is 

planned is indeed set to occur. A 

good verger never rushes, and does 

everything with a quiet conviction.   

About 90% of what I do is behind 

the scenes. That includes assigning, 

training and checking in lectors, 

chalice bearers, acolytes and prayer 

intercessors.  

Vergerõs Corner 

Where is the Mace?! 


