
 

Christ Church 
     1415 Pelhamdale Avenue 

Pelham, New York 10803 
March 8, 2015 
 
Dear Fellow Christ Church Parishioners, 
It is our honor and privilege to announce that the Vestry has extended a call to the Reverend Matthew H. 
Mead to be the next Rector of Christ Church, Pelham. Matthew has accepted and Bishop Dietsche has 
approved the call.  
 
Father Matt comes to Christ Church from the Church of the Good Shepherd in Granite Springs, NY, where 
he has been Rector since 2009. Prior to that, he served as Curate of the Church of Saint Mary the Virgin, in 
New York City. Matt earned his BA at the University of Chicago and a Masters of Divinity from Yale 
Divinity School. Matt and his wife Nicole have two sons, Liam, aged 8, and Nicholas, who is 5.  
 
The Search Committee and the Vestry believe that Matt is a wonderful fit for our parish. He is a man of deep, 
mature faith, who loves God, loves the church and who energetically proclaims the Good News of the 
Gospel. He is an engaging and gifted preacher. Matt clearly values building personal relationships with 
parishioners. He will be accessible and inclusive, and he embraces pastoring to his congregation and providing 
personal pastoral care. Matt has demonstrated that he can create strong, enduring lay leadership in a parish. 
He connects with youth and is committed to helping Christ Church build our youth programs and keep our 
young parishioners connected with the church. One of Matt’s references stated: “Matt has a gift for bringing 
people together. He can design parish life in a spiritual way that builds community.”  
 
We want to thank the Search Committee for carrying out as thorough, fair, and God-centered a search 
process as anyone could ask for. In terms of time, energy and sheer will to move the process forward, the 
Search Committee did the heavy lifting, and the parish owes them our deepest gratitude. We thank the Vestry 
for their prayerful, deliberate discernment of final candidates and for allowing God’s design, and the parish’s 
priorities and needs, to guide their decision. We are deeply grateful to Father Alan for his leadership as 
Interim Pastor, for his care for all of us and for shepherding Christ Church through this time of reflection 
and renewal. And we want to thank all of you for your prayers and your patience.  This has been a long 
process, and because it was confidential, you’ve had to put your trust and faith in others. We believe the 
Search Committee and Vestry have called a Rector who will be the pastor, priest and teacher we need, and 
who will lead us with faith, love and devotion to Jesus Christ. 
 
We are hopeful that Father Matt will begin his work at Christ Church in late May. The Vestry will keep you 
updated on exact dates. 
 
Please join us in praying for the people of Good Shepherd parish, who are losing their beloved priest and are 
starting their own period of transition. We ask that you pray for our other candidates with prayers of 
thanksgiving for their willingness to be so open and vulnerable by entering into the search process with us. 
And we all thank God for his abiding love and direction throughout our discernment. 
 
Please keep Matt, Nicole, Liam and Nicholas in your prayers as they make their transition to Pelham. And 
please join us in welcoming Matt and his family to the Christ Church community. Praise be to God! 
 
With faith and affection, 
 

Kari Black and John Lent, Wardens 


